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Carl was born in El Paso, TX, in 1890 and entered Staunton Military Academy 
(SMA)  in 1907 as a sophomore.  He graduated in 1909 as the Battalion First 
Lieutenant and Quartermaster. 
 
The following excerpts from Carl’s obituary as it appeared in the Santa Fe New 
Mexican on April 12, 1947, tell the story of Carl B. Livingston: 
 
Carl B. Livingston, author, lecturer and lay archaeologist, was born near 
Carlsbad. He prepped at the Roswell Military Institute and then at Staunton 
Military academy in Virginia. A boy in a 10-gallon hat and high-heeled boots and 
fresh out of the cow country, he was amazed and puzzled at the consternation when 
it was found by the faculty that he packed a knife with an eight-inch blade. 
 
Livingston’s lifelong interest was in ceaseless roaming of the mountains of his 
native country, but, when called upon by his parents to choose a profession, he 



flipped a coin as to whether it was to be doctor or lawyer. The bar won and he took 
his degree in 1913 at the University of Virginia Law School. He was a Phi Kappa 
Alpha. 
 
Returning to the West, he opened a law practice at Carlsbad in 1916 with Robert 
Dow, onetime attorney general and [later] general counsel for the farm credit 
administration. 
 
In 1919 Livingston was a member of the State House of Representatives, being one 
of the youngest men to hold that office at the time. 
 
From 1920 to 1926 he practiced law in Carlsbad. For years the caverns had been 
a prime interest and when Dr. Willis T. Lee of the U. S. geological survey was 
assigned to the territory on another subject, Livingston made a “cavern convert” 
of him, and the latter succeeded in interesting the National Geographic society to 
the extent of a $16,000 grant. 
 
In this connection, the depression of the early 1920’s liquidated Livingston as a 
millionaire ranch owner (I think that the millionaire ranch and cattle owner was 
Carl's  father, Morgan -- Bob Hoff, 4/27/07) and by coincidence, he had come to 
Carlsbad, where [he] sold his favorite saddle for $45, on the day when the Lee 
exploration party arrived. Livingston was promptly made first assistant 
 
One of the legends Livingston disposed of was that the caverns had been 
discovered by Jim White, a well-known southwestern character, in 1901. 
Livingston often pointed out the cavern was on the route of the forty-niners and 
that his folks had known about the place in the 80’s. Livingston himself was so 
familiar with those haunts he would often tell of his embarrassment when, in 
guiding a party for the first time after the caverns had been electrically lighted, he 
became lost. 
 
In 1926, when Robert Dow became attorney general, he named his partner as 
assistant, and Livingston served for the two-year term. Returning to Carlsbad, he 
took up the lecturing, two years of which were spent on the staff of the Redpath 
bureau when he spoke in all parts of the country. 
 
During this period and later he contributed to various magazines such as the Blue 
Book, the Wide World magazine of London, the New York Times Midweek 
Pictorial and the Cattleman. He was, for a period, a special correspondent of the 



Times and his numerous articles to the New Mexico magazine made valuable 
additions to Southwest lore. 
 
His discovery of the Basketmaker race of 40 or so centuries ago, which placed 
them at least 2,000 years earlier than the Cliff Dwellers, was outstanding, 
especially for a layman who carried his point through sheer persistence. 
A lover of camping and the outdoors, Livingston was indifferent to hunting; he 
preferred instead, to enjoy the spectacle of nature. 
 
One of Livingston’s idols was Will Rogers whom he knew in the days when Rogers 
chummed up with Clay Macgonagill, another noted character. 
 
In 1928 he became assistant state land commissioner and counsel under the late 
Frank Vesley, serving for four years and again under the late Frank Worden and 
also Ray Rogers. In 1938 he took the post of legal adviser to the state oil 
conservation commission. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Lillian Livingston, nee Mill, whom he married in 
May, 1932, at Socorro; three sons, Carl B. Jr. of Carlsbad, Leon and Robert 
Morgan; a daughter, Nancy Coral, his mother of Carlsbad; two brothers, Marvin 
of Hemet, Calif., and Joseph of Carlsbad.  
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