
 
Brocky Allen Nicely, SMA ’65 

                                                                                        
Brocky entered Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in the fall of 1963 from Lexington, VA, as a junior 
and graduated as a Staff Sergeant in C Company in 1965. 

He served with the 77th Military Police Detachment in Mannheim, Germany, from 1966 to 1968 and later 
earned an AAS Degree from Dabney S. Lancaster Community College and his BS and MS degrees from 
Murray State University.  

For 38 Years Brocky was an instructor of Technical Education, Peer Counseling, Peer Relations, and 
Photography in the Staunton City Schools until his retirement in 2010.  He also worked with at-risk 
students through PULSAR, a leadership program.  

Brocky was the founding Director of the Staunton Youth Football League, serving in that position for 12 
years and also coached a Junior team along with his son Shay.   He has also been the caretaker of the 
Robert E. Lee High School football field for many years, ensuring that the field is ready for each home 
game of the season 

A member of the Order of the Arrow, Brocky is very actively involved with the Boy Scouts of America, 
Stonewall Jackson Area Council and has served as Camp Director of Camp Shenandoah, Scoutmaster and 
Lodge Advisor for the Order of the Arrow.                                                           

Brocky is a Civil War scholar and has participated in battle reenactments.  He recently released his first 
book about the Civil War, Sharpshooters Forward: The Regimental History of the Palmetto SharpShooter 
Regiment 1861-1865.  The book is one of the South Carolina Regimental-Roster Series published by the 
Broadfoot Publishing Company. It consists of 400 pages and includes photographs, maps, and 
illustrations. The regiment’s history is followed by a roster of the 1761 individuals known to have served 
in the unit. The alphabetical roster provides detailed information on each soldier, including a transcription 
of his service record. 

Brocky previously edited and printed the “SE-1 Manual of Lodges” for the Order of the Arrow of the Boy 
Scouts.  It includes detailed histories of each of the twelve lodges that comprised SE-1, tables of 



Area/Section officers, event dates and locations, and a comprehensive list of known emblems issued by 
each Lodge. It also traces the history of SE-1 from its early 1950’s roots in Area III-A through the 
formation of the nation’s largest section in 1972. 

He contributed to the following books: 

 Fliegerhorst Sandhofen - Wald - Coleman Barracks and Airfield: An  Airfield through the 

         Changes of Time 1936-2005.   

 Yankee Soldiers in Virginia Valleys: Hunter’s Raid 

 American Military Police in Europe 1945-1991  

 Second Manassas: Longstreet’s Attack and the Struggle for Chinn Ridg  

As of January 2015, Brocky was in the final stages of  writing and editing “Thunder in the Valley: the 
football histories of Augusta Military Academy, Fishburne Military School, and Staunton Military 
Academy.”   Research projects in 2015 include the unit history of the 77th Military Police Detachment and 
the 1341st Combat Engineer Battalion as well as football history projects related to Robert E. Lee, Parry 
McClure and Lexington, Virginia, high schools.  

Brocky and his wife, Arlene  (SMA Alumni Association Secretary), have played vital roles in assisting  
SMA Alumni Association and Mary Baldwin College’s Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership 
(VWIL).  Through Brocky and Arlene’s expertise, their tireless efforts, and their positive attitudes, each 
program has been able to meet its goals and provide the highest level of support to their respective 
members. 

bsa-sjac.org/Camping/CampShenandoah/BoyScoutSummerCamp.  Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59 

Special thanks to Sergeant Major Arlene Nicely for her help in researching and compiling  this biography.  It could not 
have been done without her. 


