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Reunion set for April 13-14
Honor years will be 1932, 1937, 1942, 1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967 and 1972
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Wall repairs completed at SMA-VWIL Museum

The Spirit
Lives On!
The Spirit
Lives On!

Plans for the 2007 SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation Reunion have been finalized. The
events on April 13-14 will find alumni re-
turning to ‘the Hill” for two days of remem-
brance and renewal.

Activities will begin at 9:30 a.m. Friday,
April 13 with a Board of Directors meet-
ing, followed at 11:00 a.m. with registra-
tion in the SMA Mess Hall until 3:30 p.m.
The SMA-VWIL Museum will open when the
Board of Directors meeting is concluded
and remain open through 6:00 p.m.

There will be a special presentation by
the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leader-
ship (VWIL) S-2 briefing team on the mez-
zanine level of the Mess Hall at 1:00 p.m.
for those alumni and guests wishing to learn
more about the VWIL program.

The SMA-VWIL Review will form on the
asphalt at 3:45 p.m. The SMA company
will march onto Kable Field following the
VWIL Corps of Cadets, pass in front of the
corps for an “eyes right” salute, and will
reform at the conclusion of the parade to
accept the corps’ “pass in review”.

The Memorial Wall ceremony will begin
at 5:15 p.m. outside the museum.

A reception will be held in the Mess Hall
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. with a cash bar and
light food available.

Alumni and guests will assemble in front
of Kable Hall at 7:15 p.m. to view a twi-
light VWIL Honor Ceremony rededicating
the bust of Major Thomas D. Howie (“The
Major of St. Lo”), which will be returned to
the front alcove in what will be a “Home-
coming for a Hero” celebration (see the
separate article on page 4 of this issue).

Dancing in the Mess Hall is tentatively
scheduled for 8:30 to 11:00 p.m. This event
may change based on the availability of
music and the level of alumni interest.

The annual business meeting will begin
at 9:00 a.m. Saturday at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel. The annual Ladies Group
meeting will also be held at the hotel.

The SMA-VWIL Museum will be open
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Although there
are no other events scheduled during this
time, reunion planners are attempting to
arrange a tennis match on the Mary
Baldwin College courts between students
and SMA alumni, or between alumni teams.

— Continued on page 3 —

Construction of a new cap on the Me-
morial Wall, and an additional side section,
new drain basins, upgraded drainage sys-
tem and sealing of some of the separa-
tions in the wall face were projects com-
pleted in early November. The goal of the
project, which was shared with Mary
Baldwin College, was to eliminate leakage
into the SMA-VWIL Museum.

The projects were completed by two lo-
cal contractors under the supervision of
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62, SMAAA vice
president and a resident of Staunton.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Of reunions and alumni associations … What’s it all about, Alfie?
How many of you have heard or remember the 1960’s song, “What’s

it all about Alfie?” Have you ever pondered the words or perhaps the
meaning of this famous song?

The composers, Hal David and Burt Bacharach, were posing a chal-
lenge —  not to Alfie, but to all listeners —  to look at the changes of the
times and ask themselves major questions about their lives (and how
they felt about love — but that’s a subject for another column).

Those of you reading this column, and me, its author, we all shared
the SMA experience. Now, I’m sure we all had different takeaways, but
there is general agreement from me, most of my cadet friends and
fellow alumni  that it was a great experience that helped prepare us for
our adult years — for life. When it comes to our high school experience
— SMA is what it was all about.

And that is why I love reunions.
I love to go back to Staunton, walk the campus and the town, but

mainly to be with the Old Boys. It reminds me of my youth, of sharing
good times with great friends, and of having my whole life ahead of me.
And now, 32 years after my graduation, I love sharing the memories and
learning what everyone has done since they left “the Hill” with an SMA
diploma under their arm.

In short, it’s a good time. No, it’s a great time!
We are lucky. Despite the fact that our school has been closed for

more than 30 years, we still have a strong alumni association with dues-
paying members and volunteers whose goal is to perpetuate the SMA
legacy — and hold an annual reunion. I have been involved with these
reunions off and on since 1986 and can tell you that I have never talked
with any “Old Boy” that was not glad that he attended one.

So listen up, y’all. Check out the events planned for the 2007 reunion
in this issue of The Kablegram. Then make plans and come back to the
Hill in April. Help me make the weekend one long moment that we can
all look back on fondly for the rest of our lives!

— Tom Phillips, SMA  ‘74 (Past President)

PRESSTIME BULLETIN
There are no rooms available at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel for

Friday, April 13 and Saturday, April 14 combined for the 2007 reunion in
Staunton. There are a few rooms available for Saturday, April 14 only.

The SMA Alumni Association originally blocked 80 rooms for both nights,
basing that number on attendance in 2005 and 2006. Interest in the
2007 reunion has grown throughout the autumn, and rooms have been
reserved at an unprecedented rate. The hotel is maintaining a waiting
list in the event of cancellations and will immediately contact the SMA
alumni at the top of that list when a room becomes available.

We have blocked an additional 30 rooms at the Hampton Inn on U.S.
Route 11 in Staunton, which was an optional accommodation venue in
April 2006. Make sure you tell them you are with the SMA Alumni re-
union group. The contact person at Hampton Inn is Toni McGovern.

Page 6 of this issue of The Kablegram provides a list of the alumni
who have reserved rooms at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. A more com-
prehensive list of alumni who are registered for the reunion will appear
in the February/March issue.

Also on page 6 is a list of optional hotels and bed and breakfast inns
available in the Staunton area. Alumni planning to attend the 2007 re-
union should make their room reservations as soon as possible.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Unprecedented....

...is the word that best describes the response to our call for SMA alumni to
return for the 2007 reunion in Staunton. In planning ahead for the event, we ar-
ranged for a block of 80 rooms for Friday and Saturday nights (combined) at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel. With this issue of The Kablegram, none of those two-night
rooms are still available. The hotel has made additional rooms available for Satur-
day, April 14 only, and will maintain a waiting list in the vent of cancellations.

Watching these rooms disappear so quickly, in November instead of March as in
past years, we have arranged for a block of 30 rooms at the Hampton Inn, just two
miles from downtown Staunton. The Hampton Inn accommodated a dozen alumni
during the 2006 reunion. They have a comfortable facility, pleasant staff, complimen-
tary breakfast, and they welcome SMA alumni.

The reunion events have added features this year. Page 6 will provide you with a
list of those alumni who have made room reservations, and also offers a list of
alternative accommodations. The February/March issue of The Kablegram will pro-
vide a list of those formally registered for the 2007 reunion, and the SMA Alumni
Association website is being updated weekly with a list of those already registered.

Be sure to read the message from Thomas E.B. Phillips, SMA ‘74, past president,
on page 2. We encourage you to make your arrangements now. This is the 50th
anniversary of the Class of 1957. Coordination of that group’s reunion participation is
being handled by Cyril “Butch” Aaron, SMA ‘57 at cbaaron@yahoo.com.

More response is needed....
...to our requests that you send in your annual dues of $50.00. The response this

year has been good from 510 of our 3,000 members. That leaves 2,460 more alumni
whose dues remittance could make an enormous difference in the financial stability
of the SMA Alumni Association and the SMA Foundation. All it takes is a few minutes
to write and mail a check. You benefit! The Kablegram, the SMA Alumni Office, the
SMA-VWIL Museum and many other programs are supported by your dues. Please
honor your membership, your school, and the legacy of SMA, with your dues.

Your story in important...
...to the SMA Alumni Association. Arlene Nicely, our dedicated Alumni Secretary,

has suggested that we ask alumni to take the time to write down information about
themselves and send it, with a few appropriate photographs, to the SMA Alumni
Office in Staunton. Mrs. Nicely will begin compiling notebooks of these submissions
for visiting alumni to view. Some may be periodically used in The Kablegram.

We want to know what you have done since graduating from SMA, where your
career took you, your military service (if you participated), and what you are doing
now. With feedback from you, this could become one of the major features of the
SMA-VWIL Museum next year and beyond. Your submission can be by e-mail (with
photos sent as digital JPEG images) to SMAOffice@sma-alumn.org, or by regular
mail to the office at P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Every alumnus has a story to tell. We want to hear them, and publish a few.
Volunteers are needed....

...to help track down SMA alumni, get them on board for the reunion, and to find
former classmates who are not registered with the association. We especially need
coordinators for the honor year classes: 1937, 1942, 1947, 1952, 1962, 1967, and
1972. We can provide the existing contact information for those classes to the indi-
viduals who wish to accept the challenge.

Tennis players needed also....
...to challenge a few VWIL cadets, or your own classmates, on Saturday, April 14

on the Mary Baldwin Courts. The focus on SMA sports this year will be on those who
played on the academy’s tennis teams throughout the years. If you have photos to
offer, or stories to tell, we would like to see them and hear about them. Interested
alumni should contact The Kablegram at kablegram@sma-alumni.org.

— C. David Litzenburg, SMA ‘58

— Continued from page 1 —
The sports focus for this reunion will be
the tennis teams from the 1940’s through
the 1970’s.

The annual banquet will begin at 6:30
p.m. at the Stonewall Jackson, preceded
by a reception with cash bar at 5:30 p.m.
The banquet will be held in the hotel’s
Shenandoah Ballroom, with Jay C. Nedry,
SMA ‘69 serving as program emcee. Col-
ors will be posted by the VWIL Color Guard
and selected members of the Corps of Ca-
dets will attend the dinner and program.

Guest speaker for the evening will be
Colonel Dennis G. Case, instructor and ad-
visor to cadets who attended SMA in the
1950’s, 1960’s and 1970’s. A graduate of
Roanoke College and Harvard University,
he was a member of the SMA English De-
partment, was faculty advisor to The
Kablegram staff and represented the acad-
emy in the Quill and Scroll Society.

Following the banquet, coffee and light
refreshments will be available in the hotel
lobby for those alumni who wish to con-
tinue to reconnect with one another.

Although no activities are scheduled for
Sunday, April 15, the SMA-VWIL Museum
will open at 10:00 a.m. for those alumni
who wish to visit.

“We have held the registration fees at
the same level as in the past two years, “a
spokesman for the SMA Alumni Associa-
tion said, noting that “it is not our inten-
tion to make a profit, but instead to bring
as many alumni back to Staunton for the
annual reunion where they can reconnect
with their former classmates and have an
opportunity to see how the SMA legacy is
being perpetuated.”

“We have in recent years seen signifi-
cant interest in the growth and activities
of the association, reflected in part by the
continuing increase in the number of alumni
who return to the SMA campus for reunions
and at other times of the year.”

The 2007 reunion registration form can
be found on page 11 of this issue of The
Kablegram, along with a comprehensive
schedule of weekend events.

“We encourage everyone to take a mo-
ment now to complete the registration
form and mail it and the appropriate fees
to the SMA Alumni Office in Staunton,” the
association spokesman said, adding that
“knowing who will be attending is crucial
to the planning and preparation for, and
ultimate success of, our annual reunions.”

Reunion 2007 is close;
record year expected
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LOOKING BACK — IMAGES FROM THE PAST

The date of this photo is unknown and none of our alumni have been able
to identify the two cadets standing guard at the alcove in Kable Hall. The

uniforms suggest that the photo
dates to the 1940’s, when the bust
of Major Thomas D. Howie was first
placed in the alcove. This picture
will come to life on April 13, 2007
during the special twilight cer-
emony to return the bust to the al-
cove where it resided on display for
three decades.

Entitled “Homecoming for a
Hero”, the event will include mem-
bers of the Howie family, a repre-
sentative of the 29th Division (in
which Major Howie served) and a
performance by the namesake
VWIL Howie Rifles. Any SMA alum-
nus who can identify either the
date of the photo or the cadet sen-
tries should send that information
to The Kablegram at the address
on page 2. We thank Alberto
Margarida, SMA ‘57 for forwarding

the original postcard upon which this photo was printed, and we also ex-
press our sincere appreciation to Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, VWIL Comman-
dant, and to Mary Baldwin College for their generous offer to the SMA Alumni
Association to return the Thomas D. Howie bust to Kable Hall.

Homecoming for a hero

Saturday
morning
white glove
inspection

ABOVE: No further explanation is required. We all endured!
RIGHT: It has been said that where a few SMA alumni come
together, there will be a reunion. In the Florida Keys, appar-
ently all it takes is three. Pictured left to right are Lee W.
Lawrence, SMA ‘56, Thomas P. Maury, Jr., SMA ‘54, and Tho-
mas E. Howard, SMA ‘54 hold their own annual reunion
during vacations in Florida. Note the sign above the door.

We may never know how many young
men passed through the ornate portal
that served as the entrance to South
Barracks, but the number is surely in
the tens of thousands. This undated
photo shows the view from inside the
barracks, looking north to the admin-
istration building, infirmary and Mess
Hall. The South Barracks gates are now
part of the SMA-VWIL Museum display.
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VWIL NEWS
Personal gift for VWIL

VWIL juniors step up to leadership roles

VWIL runners sponsored by SMA alumni

George R. Fairlamb, SMA ‘60, of Casa Grande,
Aizona, returned to the “Hill” on November 17,
his first trip back in many years, accompanied
by his wife Karen. Prior to his return, Mr.
Fairlamb had asked that he be permitted to
donate is Staunton Military Academy sabre to
the VWIL Corps of Cadets “as a token of my
respect and admiration for their poise, profes-
sionalism, and their desire to carry on many
of the traditions of SMA”. He presented the
sabre to First Captain Kerianne O’Connell at
the afternoon Junior Dads Honor Ceremony.

Each November, Mary Baldwin College holds Junior Dads Weekend, the
time when juniors receive their class rings and celebrate the forthcoming
transition to seniors. The VWIL Corps of Cadets, led by the junior class
noncommissioned officers, and minus the senior class, normally con-
ducts the annual Junior Dads Parade. This year, the class chose to hold
an Honor Ceremony on the lawn in front of Kable Hall. The event in-
cluded “officers front and center”, a demonstration by the VWIL Howie
Rifles drill team, and halftime recognitions. Pictured above is the com-
pany staff, led by Platoon Sergeant Kristen Adams (third from left), who
is the VWIL junior class chairperson.

Sixteen VWIL cadets participated in a 5K run in October, with the proceeds donated
to the RMH Cancer Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Most of the cadets were members
of a single VWIL platoon commanded by Cadet Captain Laken Hopkins, and were sup-
ported by Individual contributions of $10.00 by various SMA alumni.

Former VWIL First Captain earns USMC
award for superior performance

First Lieutenant Jennifer Kukla, U.S. Marine Corps, a 2004 graduate of VWIL and the
First Captain of the Corps of Cadets that year, has been designated a Naval Flight
Officer upon completion of the course at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, Florida.

She graduated at the top of her class and was named to the Commodore’s List with
Distinction, an honor awarded to students ranked in the top five percent of the last 200
graduates. She also received the Major General William A. Cohen Strike Leadership
Award for superior performance.

In the Spring of 2007, she will continue on to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island where
she will train as an Electronics Counter Measures Officer in the EA-6B Prowler before
moving to her permanent duty station at MCAS Cherry Point.

JENNIFER KUKLA, VWIL ‘04



REUNION UPDATE
1937 ................... Jaqueline Armstrong
... (Wife of John Armstrong, SMA ‘37)
1939 ........................... C. Edgar Bryant
1945 ............................ Edward Rowen
1945 ............................Ralph L. Sebrell
1946 ..................... Hunter W. Henry Jr.
1946 .................... Col. Brooke F. Read
1948 ............................ Allen Jones, Jr.
1949 .................Harold P. “Herk” Wolfe
1950 ............. A. William “Bill” Leeman
1954 ............................ William P. Clary
1954 ............................Robert L. Steele
1954 ............................ Stephen J. Bier
1954 ........... Thomas E. “Tim” Howard
1956 ..................... Dr. Hector J. Cases
1956 .......................... Lee W. Lawrence
1956 ............................. Alvan S. Arnall
1956 ............................... David R. Carr
1957 .............................. Cyril B. Aaron
1957 ................... Emanuel J. Dracakis
1957 .......................... James T. Condo
1957 ............ John R. “Jack” Culbreath
1957 ........................... William E. Curle
1958 ..................... C. David Litzenburg
1959 .............................. J. Lewis Sapp
1959 ..................... Albert K. McGavock
1960 ..................... George R. Fairlamb
1960 ............................ David Feagans
1961 ......................... Ronald T. Alonzo
1961 ................. Francis C. Beakes, Jr.
1961 ............. Charles  G. “Joe” Dickey
1961 ........................ C. Larry Clemson
1961 .............................. Victor R. Rose
1962 .....................Burdette W. Holmes
1962 ............................Richard F. Elder

Hampton Inn ............................................................................. (540) 886-7000
Greenville Avenue (U.S. Route 11) south (Take Interstate 81 Exit 222 to Staunton;
turn left onto U.S. Route 11; proceed south for two miles to hotel on the right)
Holiday Inn Golf and Conference Center ................................ (540) 248-6020
Interstate 81 at Route 275 (Exit 225 on Interstate 81)
Ingleside Hotel Resort .............................................................. (540) 248-1201
Route 11, 1/4-mile north of the Route 275 intersection; use Exit 225 on Interstate
81; follow Route 275 to U.S. Route 11; turn right; hotel will be on the left.
Best Western Staunton Inn ...................................................... (540) 885-1112
92 Rowe Road (use Exit 222 on Interstate 81; proceed across U.S. Route 250 to
Rowe Road; turn right; hotel will be on the left)
Comfort Inn .............................................................................. (540) 886-5000
1302 Richmond Avenue (U.S. Route 250 east of Staunton; use Interstate Exit 222)
Quality Inn ................................................................................ (540) 248-5111
Just off Interstate 81 at Route 275. Exit 225 on Interstate 81.

Staunton Area Hotels

Bed and Breakfast Inns
Miller House Bed and Breakfast Inn ....................................... (540) 886-3186
210 North New Street in Staunton (across from the MBC campus)
Montclair Bed and Breakfast ................................................... (540) 885-8832
320 North New Street in Staunton (across from the MBC campus)

1963 ....................... John A. Nolde, Jr.
1964 ................ Michael D. Blumenthal
1964 ...................... George F. Dunigan
1964 ............................. James C. May
1964 .......................... Robert M. Parker
1964 ..................... A. Gregory Hudson
1964 ................... Kenneth L. Lescallett
1965 ....................... Timothy M. Miniter
1965 .........................Robert L. Jenkins
1965 ........................ Robert A. Nebiker
1965 ............................. Peter W. Jones
1965 .............................. Robert Spears
1966 .................................Grant Waple
1967 .................... Rev. Thomas Denny
1967 ....................... Stanley J. Lesniak
1967 .........................Bruce J. Isenberg
1967 ............ W. Charles “Chip” Pfister
1968 .................. John A. “Jack” Dalbo
1968 ......... William W. “Billy” Taylor, Jr.
1969 ................................Jay C. Nedry
1969 ......................... David C. Beduhn
1969 ............................Philip M. Farber
1970 ..........................Kevin J. Gorman
1971 .......................... John M. Browne
1972 ......................Patrick F. Kelley, Sr.
1972 ........... Anthony H. “Tony” Disher
1974 .........................William J. Kearns
1974 .........................William K. Bissett
1974 ............................. George Bissett
1974 ....................... Stephen L. McKee
1974 ..........................Eugene Ehmann
1974 .......................... Craig E. Hansen
1974 ................... Thomas E.B. Phillips
1975 ..............................Robert Parrino
1976 .............................Edmund Smith

FINANCIAL

Making gifts ranging from several hun-
dred dollars to the maximum $100,000,
SMA alumni may take  advantage of ben-
efits afforded by the recently passed Pen-
sion Protection Act of 2006. The act al-
lows donors to make tax-free withdraw-
als from a traditional or Roth Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) directly to a
qualified charity.

The donor must be at least age 70
years and six months at the time of  the
distribution, and the distribution must be
made outright to the charity and not to
a donor-advised fund or supporting or-
ganization.

The qualified charitable distributions
are limited to $100,000 per taxpayer per
year for transfers made in 2006 and 2007.
Distribution amounts are not included in
the donor’s gross income and do not fac-
tor into any charitable deduction that oth-
erwise would apply to the donor, but will
count toward the donor’s minimum  re-
quired distribution.

Donations may be made to the SMA
Foundation Annual Fund, which supports
the SMA Museum, Memorial Wall, schol-
arships, and related expenses. SMA
Alumni and friends who are interested in
making a direct distribution from their
IRA to the SMA Foundation are encour-
aged to consult their financial or tax ad-
visor before proceeding. They may con-
tact the SMA Foundation, Inc. for addi-
tional information at (540) 885-1309 or
through the SMA Alumni Association
website: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org.

Editor’s note: This program will open
the door to all types of opportunities to
provide support to the SMA Foundation,
and will in the years to come enhance
our ability to perpetuate the legacy of
Staunton Military Academy.

Although the program has been re-
viewed and approved by a qualified CPA,
any alumnus anticipating this type of a
gift to the SMA Foundation should take
the additional step of consulting with
their CPA and financial planner.

Another opportunity
to support the SMA
Alumni Foundation

Donors may use benefits
of new tax legislation
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SMA ALUMNI — WHERE THEY ARE NOW
In the interest of keeping track of SMA alumni, the Kablegram will periodically publish information about and e-mails from
members when their whereabouts are determined. This feature will be enhanced by responses to the program that has
been set up by the SMA Alumni Secretary whereby brief biographies are submitted for archiving at the SMA-VWIL Museum.

A. J. “TIM” RODENBERG, SMA ‘63
Excerpts from an e-mail to John A. Nolde, SMA ‘63:

“Hi, ‘Lt.’ Nolde,  You may or may not remember me.  I found your  e-mail on the
SMA website.  I’m A.J. Tim Rodenberg, one of your old room rats
or house mouse or whatever they called it from 1963-1964 at the
Junior School when you were my platoon commander. From  time
to time over the years I remembered my time at SMA and the
positive example you set for me in my somewhat uneventful  time
at SMA. It must have helped  —  I went on to become a USMC
officer (Captain); a jet pilot and infantry officer. Yup, finally got my
stuff together. I couldn’t make any  progress or rank at SMA but
had a proud Marine Corps tour of duty for five years. I hope the
years have been good to you. I have had a fantastic ride through  life. I’ve been the
elected Sheriff of Clermont County , Ohio for about eight  years now. Here’s our office
website: www.clermontsheriff.org. Regards...”

— A. J. “Tim”  Rodenberg, SMA ‘66
Clermont County Sheriff’s Office, 4470 State Route 22, Batavio, Ohio 45103

E-mail: arodenbe@co.clermont.oh.us
Editor’s note: Sheriff Rodenberg attended SMA for only one year, but he never
forgot the platoon leader who he recalls “was good to him” that year. He returned
to the “Hill” 15 years ago, and may be able to return for the 2007 reunion.

JOHN LATHERS, SMA ‘67
Excerpts from an e-mail from Robert K. “Rob” Norton, SMA ‘67:

“John Lathers is alive and well in Punta Gorda, Florida. I’m not sure what he does.
We weren’t sure what he did when he was at SMA. He was the band Drum Major in
1965-1966, and then the next year was a First Lieutenant and the Executive Officer.
He played a find french horn. We have great memories of him wandering around
North Barracks during CQ wearing a priest’s collar and blessing everyone!”

FRANK R. TILL, SMA ‘61
Excerpts from an e-mail to G. Richard Staunton, SMA ‘61:

“I was a PG (Post Graduate) who experienced a great year at SMA. I’ve had two
careers since Staunton. I spent 20 years in the U.S. Army, for which my days on the
‘Hill” prepared me well. I commanded a rifle company — B Company, 2/39 Infantry)
in the 9th Infantry Division in 1967-1968 and spent six months recuperating from
multiple gunshot wounds. I was a triple volunteer: Airborne, Ranger, Special Forces.

My second career was as an educator — teacher, upper school director and assis-
tant headmaster — at Fayette Academy. I retired after 20 years and have been
enjoying travel and grandchildren since that time.

I share your feelings about the alliance with VWIL and Mary Baldwin College. Prag-
matically, it’s the only way we and future generations will have any links with Staunton
Military Academy. “

— Frank R. Till, SMA ‘61
324 Glenburney Drive, No. 302, Fayetteville, North Carolina 28302

E-mail: frank_till@earthlink.net

The Kablegram is a line of communication between, for and about
Staunton Military Academy alumni. To this end we strive to make it possible

for alumni to reconnect with their former classmates.
If you have information to share, e-mail it to us at

kablegram@sma-alumni.org or SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org.
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REV.THOMAS DENNY, SMA ‘67
has been located and registered with the
SMA Alumni Association, thanks to the
efforts of Robert M. Parker, Sr., of
Reston, Virginia and Larry L. Atkinson of
Surrey, British Colombia in Canada. The
association became aware of Rev. Den-
ny’s location when he made reunion res-
ervations with the Stonewall Jackson
Hotel in Staunton. The hotel assisted in
contacting him, and the rest is history.
Our appreciation goes out to Mr. Parker
and Mr. Atkinson, both 1967 graduates.

RAPHAEL TRAJILLO LOVATON
who left the academy hurriedly in 1961
when a family member was assassi-
nated,has been located by Juan Valdes-
Pages, who reports that Mr. Lovaton lives
in Miami, Florida and operates an airline
between Miami and Santo Domingo. “He
is doing well and looks good for our old
age,” Mr. Valdex-Pages says, “...he is al-
ways nice and we talk about the days at
SMA.” We are making an effort to get
Mr. Lovaton registered with SMAAA.

JOHN G. CONOMIKES, SMA ‘50
was honored in April 2006 at the National
Association of Broadcasters’ meeting in
Las Vegas, Nevada, according to infor-
mation provided by Robert “Rob” Norton,
SMA ‘67, who was in attendance. Mr.
Conomikes has for many years been as-
sociated with the Hearst Corporation,
which owns television, radio and news-
paper properties throughout the U.S.

ALFREDO R.DEARELLANO, who
graduated from SMA in 1933, is now 91
years old and lives in Puerto Rico. His
daughter and her family visited the SMA-
VWIL Museum in July 2006, received a
copy of his yearbook page and his tran-
script. His daughter related how, even
though his has trouble remembering the
present, his recall of Staunton Military
Academy is sharp. Many thanks to our
Alumni Secretary, Arlene Nicely, for be-
ing a gracious host and taking the time
to make the family welcome, allowing
them to savor the memories.
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THEN AND NOW — A PERSONAL PROFILE

“My years on the Hill were quite unremarkable, with no aca-
demic achievements nor athletic triumphs to trumpet,” while
at the same time “I garnered not one hour on “Beat Squad”
and actually received the Commandant’s Ribbon three times”,
says Richard A. Henderson, SMA ‘63.

Rev. Henderson, now the pastor of Hermon Presbyterian
Church in Saxe, Virginia, recalls that his attendance at SMA
was “mandated by no higher authority than my parents and
was because of poor academic performance in the Illinois Pub-
lic School System.”

He spent his senior year as a Staff Sergeant in Company A,
and recalls that he was “not a model cadet
but one who did what was expected by the
school and his family.”

While his years at SMA proved uneventful
at best, his life thereafter became a series of
peaks and valleys that would challenge both
his character and his faith.

One year after graduation, he underwent
back surgery that left him unfit for military ser-
vice. He attended Northern Illinois University
for two years before “becoming smitten with a
Danish girl”, and the next fall following her to
Denmark, where he found employment with
General Motors International. They married,
had two children, and he “thought life was
grand,”

But life dealt Rev, Henderson yet another
“tough hand” when his wife died suddenly of a
brain aneurism. He then returned to the United
States and joined The Prudential in 1969, beginning a 30-year
career that would take him through “ever increasing positions
of responsibility” that landed him in Chicago in 1976.

There he met and married his second wife, Carol, became
the father of two children, and enjoyed what he describes as
an “idyllic” life. By the close of the millennium, he was Senior
Vice President for Operations and seized an opportunity for
early retirement.

“My wife and I were now empty-nesters so we wanted to
find a life which moved a little more slowly”, he recalls, adding:
“providentially we stumbled upon Clarksville, Virginia and bought
a small farm, where  I began to get involved with charitable
work in the community and found it to be spiritually reward-
ing.”

“Clarksville itself is on a 50,000 acre lake and fishing is al-
most an industry. We have taken to small town living and ap-
preciate God’s magnificence.”

Fate intervened once again. In the summer of 2001, Rev.
Henderson was asked to set aside retirement and return to his
former employer as a consultant for six months, a move that
found him living in New York City, four blocks from the Manhat-
tan Financial District.

On what he describes as “an exceptionally clear day” he
made his way to his office, “thinking how good life had been to
me.” But this would be no ordinary day in his life.

Richard B. Henderson, SMA ‘63: peaks and valleys
It was September 11, 2001 and his office was just eight

blocks from the World Trade Center. He recalls in vivid detail
how, when the first tower collapsed and authorities urged all
the nearby buildings to close, he began to walk toward his
apartment and encountered people coming toward him cov-
ered in powdered cement ash. Although coughing and sick from
inhaling and swallowing the dust, they were alive.

He went to a nearby deli and asked to buy all the small
bottles of water he could carry. When learning why he wanted
the water, the man behind the counter told him to take as
many as he could carry in a hand basket.

“I returned to the street and began hand-
ing out the bottles and suggesting to people
to rinse their eyes and throats,” he recalls,
adding that he “already put water on a hand-
kerchief, attempting to filter my own breath-
ing.”

Rev. Henderson came upon a woman sit-
ting on the curb and screaming that it was
the end of the world. He gave her a bottle of
water and assured her that it was not, and
suggested that she “thank God” that she was
alive.

The woman replied: ‘There is no God,” she
spat back....if there were how could he allow
this to happen?’ To this, he says, he “did not
have a ready answer and said simply that she
should rinse her eyes and throat.”

He moved on for two blocks until he was
stopped by police who told him he could go no

further. He left the remaining water with the officers, went
back to his office building, and remained there for the rest of
the afternoon thinking about what the woman on the curb had
said to him.

As he watched TV at the home of the fellow worker who
took him in that night and all day the next day, Rev. Henderson
continued to wrestle with his inability to respond to the woman
on the curb.

“Then it hit me,” he recalls, “ that I had heard her plea
before: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’, the
biblical scripture from Mark 15:34.”

He remembers that he “saw God, too, in the people of New
York who lined up to give blood and in the city officials who
rose to the occasion to keep order and protect us; in the faces
of those who waited to give comfort and medical attention at
the makeshift triage centers for the injured who never came;
and later still at work in the caring and love given to those who
were most directly affected by having lost a family member or
a friend.”

“Perhaps I initially harbored doubts,” he says, adding: “I hope
not, but I wish I’d had at least the presence of mind to tell that
woman how very wrong she was.”

The next day he “felt compelled to answer the many pleas of
the authorities to provide clothing and food to the workers at

— Continued to page 9 —
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She was born in Heidelberg, Germany, raised in Reston, Vir-
ginia, attended Oakton High School, and now calls Leesburg,
Virginia her home.

Kerianne O’Connell, the 2006-2007 First Captain of the Vir-
ginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Corps of Cadets,
is majoring in business administration with an international
emphasis goal. In May 2007 she will commission as a Second
Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force and begin her service as a
contracting officer.

While in high school, she was editor of the
literary magazine, a member of the National
Honor Society, German Honor Society, Quill and
Scroll Society and the Junior and Senior Math
Teams. She was involved in soccer and track
and field activities.

At Mary Baldwin College, Ms. O’Connell has
been active in soccer, the Student Senate, and
the Big Sister/Little Sister program. Within the
VWIL program, she has been a member of the
Transitional Committee and served as a Physi-
cal Training Cadre. During her sophomore and
junior years she served on the S-2 public rela-
tions staff before becoming Company Com-
mander in August 2006.

Ms. O’Connell is a member of Quad A, the
Army Aviation Association of America, the
Arnold Air Society and was a member of the
U.S. Air Force Detachment’s (at Virginia Mili-
tary Institute) Field Training Preparation Cadre
during her junior year.

When asked how she views her experience at VWIL, she
says: “What VWIL has done for me is to take my development
a step further by giving me the additional poise and confidence
that is going to be required to become a good officer.”

Kerianne O’Connell, VWIL ‘07: First Captain and
voice of the corps headed into the U.S. Air Force

She adds: “It helps with time management and organiza-
tional skills but it also teaches you how to effectively interact
with, manage, and take care of people. “

Ms. O’Connell has been a consistent ally of the SMA Alumni
Association, noting that “SMA has impacted the Corps in the
sense that many of our people would not be able to be here if
it was not for the support of SMA,” adding:  The SMA alumni
also give us a link to the past beyond our smaller 12-year his-
tory and this helps instill greater pride in the legacy our cadets

are trying to carry on.”
She concludes: “Some of the initiatives sup-

ported by SMA alumni, such as providing the
speaker systems and office furniture, have
helped us come together as a Corps either by
helping us communicate more effectively or
by creating spaces in which cadets can meet
with one another in the comfort of their own
dorms.”

Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, VWIL Comman-
dant, has seen Ms. O’Connell develop from a
freshman (nULL) to a senior and her current
position, and says:

“Cadet Captain Kerianne O’Connell has been
a role model and mentor for the VWIL Corps
of Cadets. As a junior she was extremely in-
strumental in putting the Corps ‘on the map’.”

He adds: “As the Media Relations Sergeant
and ‘Voice of the Corps’ (corps narrator), she
was remarkable and made major impacts on
all who visited VWIL.”

“She was one of the best that I have seen. This year as the
Corps commander she has continued to make sure that the
Corps is ‘always on parade’. She is a remarkable young lady
with a bright future in the U.S. Air Force.”

— Continued from page 8 —
‘Ground Zero.’” He recalls that “someone told me to also look
for people in need of blessings.” Rev. Henderson’s friend lived
within the cordoned off area, so he was able to take supplies
to the edge of the disaster site and sit with workers who were
resting in a state of shock.  “If I was able to provide any com-
fort to them I am unsure,” he recalls, noting that “it was a
spiritual and life changing experience for me personally.”

Upon his return to Virginia in October 2001, he spoke to
church leaders about how best to answer the call that he felt
he heard near ‘Ground Zero.’  He made the decision to enroll in
seminary and embark on a second career and did so at the
University of Dubuque Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa.

“The day of online college courses is here and in just two and

a half years I completed the Masters in Divinity requirements,”
he says, adding: “....the word equivalency is used due to my
lack on an undergraduate degree.”  The Presbyterian Church
sponsored him, and in 2006 he became the pastor of Hermon
Presbyterian Church, Saxe, Virginia.

He looks back and concludes: “That is quite a journey I have
taken from a confused youth, with no prospects or goals, to
serving God and His people....a journey through a life that had
its strength honed atop a hill in the Shenandoah Valley of Vir-
ginia. Truth, Duty and Honor indeed!”

Editor’s note: This profile came to The Kablegram by pure
chance. There are many such stories that need to be told. If you
have one, or know of an alumnus whose lifetime is worthy of a
profile, contact us at kablegram@sma-alumni.org.

Richard B. Henderson, SMA ‘63: peaks and valleys
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NAME:________________________________________SMA YEAR________

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________

CITY:__________________________________________STATE:___________

ZIP CODE:_______________________

TELEPHONE: (___________) ______________________________________

E-MAIL:_________________________________________________________

COLLEGE:______________________________________________________

DEGREES:_______________________________________________________

POST-GRADUATE:_______________________________________________

MILITARY:_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

CAREER:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

OTHER:_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

COMMENTS:_____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Complete this form and mail or fax it to:
SMA Alumni Association

P. O. Box 958 • Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

SMA ALUMNUS INFORMATION WORKSHEET
Over the past year, we have seen an

increasing interest among SMA alumni
in the lives, whereabouts and careers of
their fellow classmates. This has  become
apparent in the volume of e-mails sub-
mitted to the SMA Alumni Office and The
Kablegram. The result has been a sig-
nificant increase in the level of commu-
nication and networking between former
cadets who grew up together at SMA.

As described on page three of this is-
sue of The Kablegram, the SMA Alumni
Association has begun a program to docu-
ment the lives of our members after they
graduated from the academy.

The only way to accomplish this task
with reasonable ease is to establish a
simple format to be followed, a sample
of which is shown at left. Submissions
can be made by letter, e-mail, or on the
form provided.

We recommend that you be generous
in providing details, dates, events and
commentary. The more information you
provide, the more effective the presen-
tation will be for our archives and for
those alumni who see it.

It is out intention to randomly select a
few of these submissions for publication
in frequent issues of The Kablegram. If
you do not wish to have yours published,
we ask that you so indicate your wishes
somewhere on the form or in whatever
format you choose.

Photographs, either as hard copies or
digital images, are encouraged. If you
wish to have photographs scanned and
then returned to you, this will be done.

Materials submitted by e-mail should
be sent to SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org.
Items sent by regular mail should be sent
to the address at the bottom of the form
shown at left.

Submitted materials will be placed in
binders in order of graduation year and
will be available for alumni and guests to
browse at the SMA-VWIL Museum.

The success of this program depends
on the willingness of alumni to take the
time to write down the information and
package it as suggested at left, and then
transmit it to the SMA Alumni Office.

Submissions will be acknowledged by
e-mail or regular mail and the materials
will be handled with care. Anyone with
questions should contact the SMA Office
at (540) 885-1309.



PLEASE PRINT!
LAST NAME:__________________________________________

FIRST NAME: ____________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ________

SMA YEAR: ______________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________

CITY:_______________________________________________

STATE: _________ ZIP: _________________

TEL: (             ) ________________________

EMAIL: _____________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE’S NAME:______________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ________________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ________________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ________________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ________________________________________

REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION
Deadline for Advance Registration is March 31, 2007. Please take the
time NOW to complete your registration form and mail it, with your check,
to the SMA Alumni Association. By doing to,you will help us plan more
effectively for a successful reunion in 2007.

_____ ADULTS (Friday-Saturday) x $85.00/person ........ $ _________

_____ ADULTS (Friday only) x $50.00/person ................ $ _________

_____ ADULTS (Saturday only) x $60.00/person ............ $ _________

_____ TEENAGER (Friday-Saturday)

x $50.00/person ......................................... $ _________

_____ TEENAGER (Friday only) x $25.00/person ........... $ _________

_____ TEENAGER (Saturday only)

x $35.00/person ......................................... $ _________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Friday-Saturday)

x $25.00/child ............................................ $ _________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Friday only) x $10.00/child ........ $ _________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Saturday only)

x $15.00/child ............................................ $ _________

............................................................ TOTAL COST:    $ _________

Reunion 2007 Schedule of Events

Cut across the dotted line, complete the form, include your check for the
registration fees, and mail both to the SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958,

Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 2007
All activities will be held at the Mary Baldwin College.

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. ................. Board of Directors meeting
............................................................... SMA-VWIL Museum

11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ............. Registration (SMA Mess Hall)
12:00 to 4:00 p.m. ......................... SMA-VWIL Museum open
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. ........ Special VWIL Briefing for SMA Alumni
............................................ Mezzanine Level, SMA Mess Hall

4:00 to 5:00 p.m. ...................................... VWIL-SMA Review
SMA Alumni Company will form on the asphalt at 3:30 p.m.,

march onto the field with the VWIL Corps of Cadets
and take part in the Pass In Review.

5:15 p.m. ....................................... Memorial Wall Plaque and
......................................... andKable Wreath-laying Ceremony

(SMA-VWIL Museum will be open following the ceremony)
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. ........................... Reception in the Mess Hall

(Cash bar — Light food will be served)
7:15 to 8:00 p.m. ........................... “Homecoming For A Hero”
Thomas D. Howie bust rededication ceremony on the patio in
front of Kable Hall, including a Howie Rifles demonstration.

8:30 to 11:00 p.m. (tentative) ........................................ Dance
Mess Hall (music as yet undetermined)

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2007
All activities will be held at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel

9:00 to 11:00 a.m. ..................................... Business Meeting
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. ...........................Women’s Group Meeting

The women’s group will meet in a separate venue at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Refreshments will be provided.

11:00 to 11:30 a.m. ...................... Board of Directors Meeting
11:00 a.m. to  5:00 p.m. ................ SMA-VWIL Museum open

Free time for alumni and guests.
No activities have been scheduled during this time.

5:30 p.m. ................................ Banquet Reception (cash bar)
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. ................................ 2006 Alumni Banquet

— Buffet Dinner —
Entreés include Seared Salmon Medallions in Chardonnay

Sauce, Beef Tips Burgundy, and Chicken Breast Hunter Style.
Accompanyments: Chive Mashed Potatoes, Southern Style

Green Beans and Fresh Fruit Bowl • Selected Desserts
— Guest Speaker —

Colonel Dennis Case, former SMA instructor and mentor
9:30 p.m. .......................................................Nostalgia Time

A special conversation area outside the ballroom will be
available until approximately 11:30 p.m.
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Frederick Harriman, SMA ‘27: the corps’ bugler
moved on to WWII service and then to the CIA

PASS IN REVIEW

Henry Frederick Harriman, SMA ‘27, en-
tered Staunton Military Academy in Septem-
ber 1922. He was born in 1909 in Washing-
ton, D.C. and attended private school there
before enrolling at SMA.

Mr. Harriman’s tenure at the academy had
the disciplinary “ups” and “downs” that many
cadets experience. He was “honorably dis-
charged” in June 1927 after several months
of serious illness during his senior year.

According to his son, Fred Harriman: “The
story he used to love to tell was when he
and other schoolmates at SMA in chemistry
class, would take two chemicals, (potassium
and sulphur and maybe something else), mix
them and then wrap them in aluminum foil
much like a Hershey’s Kiss. Then, [they would]
go to the window that was over the back
door to the mess hall, and throw them down-
ward very hard onto the hard surface below,
where they would explode, scaring the cook(s)
who were outside on the back steps on a
smoke break.”

After leaving SMA, Mr. Harriman attended
Yale University and in 1929 enrolled in the
Colorado School of Mines, studying geology
and surveying. Following graduation, he par-
ticipated in the surveying of much of the area

of Indiana, Wisconsin, Michigan
and westward. One of the things
he helped to survey was the
Rocky Mountain National Park.
His survey crew set the bronze
survey marker for the very south-
eastern most corner of Rocky
Mountain National Park.

Mr. Harriman entered the U.S. Army (en-
try date unknown) and was involved in some
way with the U.S. Army War College in 1941.
When World War II erupted, he was assigned
to the Army Air Corps as a Second Lieuten-
ant with the Second Photo Charting Squad-
ron. His initial assignments found him at McDill
Air Force Base in Florida and Buckley Field in
Denver, Colorado.

He was subsequently stationed in New
Guinea and in Palawan and Hollandia in the
Phillipines. Upon his return, he wed Doris
Elizabeth Nichols, left the service and found
employment with McLaughlin Bank in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Eventually he moved to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State and later to the Central Intel-
ligence Agency until he retired in 1959. In his
retirement, he taught amateur radio at a high
school in St. Petersburg for 20 years.

His interest in amateur radio connected
him with the late U.S. Senator Barry M.
Goldwater, Sr., SMA ‘28, one of his class-
mates at SMA, and they later communicated
by ham radio between Mr. Harriman’s home
in Florida and the senator’s home in Arizona.

In 2001, Mr. Harriman was diagnosed with
melanoma. He died in October 2003.

Frederick Harrison at the 16th Photo Squad-
ron, Bolling Field, Washington, D.C.

Frederick Harrison with his B-24 Liberator
bomber in January 1945.

The squadron mascot hung at
the New Guinea base.
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PETER A. DEMARIA, SMA ‘40
Peter A. DeMaria, SMA ‘40, died on October 23,

1998 in Glenside, Pennsylvania.
According to his son, Mr. DeMaria “was a proud

graduate of Staunton Military Academy and has
shared many stories of his time spent in Virginia,”
adding that “he felt it prepared him for his later academic ca-
reer and life.”
THEODORE T. VAN HYNING, SMA ‘40

Theodore T. Van Hyning, SMA ‘40, died on August 30, 2006
at Kilmarnock, Virginia. Following graduation from Staunton
Military Academy he attended Cornell University.

His son, Jeffrey, is a 1964 graduate of SMA.
Mr. Van Hyning served as a pilot in the U.S. Army Air Corps

during World War II and was later president of the Van Hyning
Construction Company in New York City for over 40 years. He
was a leader in many community and church activities.

Prior to moving to the Northern Neck area of Virginia in
1987, Mr. Van Hyning was a longtime resident of Port Washing-
ton and Greenport, New York. In Kilmarnock, he was treasurer
and commodore of the Indian Creel Yacht and Country Club.

He is survived by a daughter, Gretchen Van Hyning of Rohers-
ville, Maryland; his son Jeffrey; and three grandchildren.

Notification and the obituary were provided by James W. S.
Wilson, SMA ‘64, of Burgess, Virginia.

LAWRENCE B. TAISHOFF, SMA ‘51
Lawrence B. Taishoff, SMA ‘51, president and

publisher of BROADCASTING magazine, died of res-
piratory failure November 1, 2006 at Washington
(D.C.) Hospital Center.

Mr. Taishoff, whose father sounded the Wash-
ington-based trade publication in 1931, led it from 1973 to 1996.
The publication is regarded as the bible of the industry, chroni-
cling the history of radio, television, cable and satellite.

The publication was sold in 1986 to the Times-Mirror Corpo-
ration, and Mr. Taishoff remained as publisher for a decade. He
later co-owned Chuckie Broadcasting and was involved in real
estate investments in the Washington, D.C. area.

Mr. Taishoff graduated from Duke University in 1955 and
served in the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division in Germany.
He joined BROADCASTING magazine in 1958.

Accredited as a White House correspondent and a member
of the White House Press Association, he was for many years
co-author of the radio and television segment of the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica Book of the Year. He was a trustee of the
Washington Journalism Center and a board member of the
National Press Association.

The obituary was forwarded to The Kablegram by William
“Bill” Leeman, SMA ‘50.

— TAPS continues on page 14 —

Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ City,____________________________________State_______

 ZIP:__________________________________

Telephone: Home: (________)_____________________ ..Work: (________)__________________________________

E-mail:________________________________________

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick Paver) to:
SMA Foundation, Inc. • Attn: SMA Walk of Honor • P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

The purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni, former
faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks
on the existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4” x 8” brick costs $50.00
and can be purchased with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)

Order your “Walk of Honor” bricks today!

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum
of 20 characters per line). Punctuation marks
count as characters. If multiple bricks are being
purchased, please make copies of this form to
submit orders for the additional bricks.

BRICK INSCRIPTIONS
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Complete the order form at right and mail to:
SMA-VWIL Museum

 P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

or FAX this order form to (540) 885-1366
or e-mail your order to

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

A selection of DVD’s from the
reunions in 2005 and 2006 are
available through the Cadet
Store. The smaller of these, a
DVD covering the SMA-VWIL
Parade and Memorial Wall
ceremony, are $5.00 each. A
complete set of six DVD’s that
covers the entire 2006 reunion
weekend, plus an extra DVD
that provides insight into the
VWIL program, is available by
special order for $25.00.
These DVD’s were created by
David Beduhn, SMA ‘69, who
filmed the events and used his
own facilities to create DVD’s.

DAVID B. AYERS, JR., SMA ‘39
David B. Ayers, Jr., of Laurens, South Carolina, died October

12, 2006 at the Martha Franks Baptist Retirement Center.
Following graduation from Staunton Military Academy, he

attended Syracuse University, where he met and married Mar-
garet Marie Crozier of Honolulu, Hawaii.

Mr. Ayers served in the U.S. Army’s 34th Division as a First
Lieutenant, during which he was awarded the Bronze Star and
the Silver Star.

He served as comptroller of the Commonwealth of Virginia
under Governor Linwood Holton and later as auditor general of
the Fifth District of the Federal Reserve System.

Survivors include his wife of 62 years; a brother, Charles
Fenton Ayers; four children, and six grandchildren.

Editor’s note: The obituary was sent to the SMA Alumni
Association by Louis Rabinowitz, SMA ‘56.
PAUL A. FONTENOT, SMA ‘61

Paul A. Fontenot, SMA ‘61, died August 20, 2006. He is sur-
vived by his wife Kathy and his sister, Bonnie Fontenot Nielson,
a 1964 graduate of Stuart Hall.

Editor’s note: The notice was sent to the SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation by Brooke Golden, also a 1964 graduate of Stuart Hall.
JAMIE NADAL, SMA ‘64

Jamie Nadal, SMA ‘64, of Puerto Rico, died in September
1991. No further information is available.
ERNESTO GODOY, SMA ‘64

Ernesto Godoy, SMA ‘64, is reported to have died at the age
of 53 from a heart attack during an instruction session he was
conducting at the Miami Sky Club. The information was pro-
vided by Juan Valdex-Pages, SMA ‘65.
MARGARET KABLE RUSSELL “PEGGY” DAVIS
Daughter of Colonel Thomas H. Russell and granddaughter of
SMA founder Captain William Hartman Kable

Margarett Kable Russell “Peggy” Davis died peacefully at
home on November 28th, 2006 at age 90. She was born in
Staunton, Virginia on March 25, 1916 and grew up grew up at
“Benbreagh,” her home at Staunton Military Academy, where
her father, Colonel Thomas H. Russell, served as President.

Staunton Military Academy was a prominent preparatory
school, founded by Peggy’s grandfather, Captain William
Hartman Kable, who served under Robert E. Lee during the
Civil War. She attended schools in Virginia and North Carolina,
including Stuart Hall (Staunton), St. Margaret’s, and St. Mary’s,
and graduated from Mary Baldwin College in 1935.

Following her graduation from the Tobe-Coburn School of
Fashion in New York City, she enjoyed a successful career as an
award-winning copywriter in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. An avid
reader of history and literature, she was a devoted member of
The Tuesday Club. A lifetime member of the National Society of
the Colonial Dames, she served as President of the National
Society of the Colonial Dames of Wisconsin from 1989 to 1991.

She was active in the North Shore Branch of the American
Association of University Women. She was a member of the St.
Ann’s Guild at Christ Episcopal Church in Whitefish Bay, where
she and her husband were members for over 50 years. She
and Price Davis were married for 57 years. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Price M. Davis Jr., in 1999 and her
son, Price M. Davis III, in 1999.

Editor’s note: This obituary was first published November
30, 2006 in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.



_____ Baseball Cap ............................................$10.00
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Baseball Cap ........................................... .$10.00
Blue with green bill with “SMA-VWIL Museum” in gold

_____ SMA-VWIL Video ......................................$50.00
T-Shirt with shield ..............................................

_____ Sizes M to XXL ............................................ $15.00
Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)

_____ M to XXL ...................................................... $25.00
_____ XXXL. ........................................................... $30.00

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with “Staunton
Military Academy” and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL ...................................................... $25.00
_____ XXXL$ 30.00 ...........................................................

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered “Staunton
Military Academy”and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL ...................................................... $25.00
_____ XXXL) ........................................................... $30.00

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve “Staunton Military Academy” in gold

_____ M to XXL ...................................................... $25.00
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) ............................ $20.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ..........................$25.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ..............................$25.00

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt ....................................$15.00

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................$03.50

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards .................................................$02.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ...........................$02.00
_____ Rank Insignia ...........................................$01.00

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ..................................... $10.00

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue ................................. $05.00
_____ Blue with gold shield ................................... $05.00
_____ Artist Sketch ............................................$05.00

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch (all buildings) .....................$05.00

_____ License Plate Holders ..............................$10.00
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign ...................................$10.00
White metal with “SMA ALUMNI” in blue lettering

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ________) _______________________

E-mail:______________________________________________

Two available (circle your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  or [2]  a 14” x 9” sketch.

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 ................................................ $05.95
$31.00 to $70.00 ................................................ $06.75
$71.00 and above .............................................. $07.95

Total:

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Sup-
ply Room. Some of the items available
are pictured here and on the previous
page. The form should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed,
to the address shown below. You can
also contact the store by e-mail as
shown below, or call (540) 885-1309 for
information, leave a message, and your
call will be returned. We regret that we
cannot accept credit card orders. If your
order is e-mailed or faxed to the Cadet
Store, it will be held pending receipt of
your payment and then promptly
shipped to you.

COMING SOON

Two sizes of flags will be available in
Spring 2007. The full size flag (3’ x 5’) will
be available as a special order item with
an estimated cost of $400.00 without the
gold fringe, and $450.00 with the fringe. A
small (4” x 6”) version of the flag will be
available, mounted on a gold ball-tipped
black plastic dowel with a base, for $25.00.
Flags will be SMA blue and gold in color.

Also available in Spring 2007 will be full
color 8” x 10” prints of an aerial photo-
graph of the former SMA campus. These
will be provided on quality photographic
paper and will be suitable for framing. The
reprints will sell for $10.00 each.

CADET STORE



SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($50.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2006 - August 31, 2007).
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
• Funds are used to maintain the office, publish newsletters, and help support the annual Reunion.

SMA FOUNDATION, INC. ANNUAL FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Annual Fund
• Donations are used for the SMA museum and scholarships, and related expenses.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities

and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.

▲
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