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Shine your brass and polish your
boots  — you’re going to march in
the parade!

SMA alumni returning to the Hill
for Reunion 2004 will kick off the “Re-
connect, Remember, Renew” weekend
with a parade Friday afternoon, April
2, courtesy of the Corps of Cadets of
Mary Baldwin’s Virginia Women’s In-
stitute for Leadership (VWIL).

The “Honor Classes” for the 2004
reunion are all the graduating classes
that end with either a “4”
or a “9”. These are the
class years marking a sig-
nificant milestone anni-
versary since graduating
SMA.

Pass in Review!
Marching to “The Blue

and Gold” played by the
VWIL Corps Band, the fe-
male cadets of the VWIL
Corps will honor SMA
alumni at a pass in review
ceremony, and Old Boys
will see the SMA colors
carried by the VWIL color guard (as
they always do).

Plaque Dedication!
Following the parade on Kable

Field will be the plaque dedication
ceremony at the SMA-VWIL Mu-
seum, at which time the names of
the three SMA alumni and/or faculty
and administrators who were voted
to have a plaque placed on the SMA
Memorial Wall will be announced and
dedicated. Last year, VWIL cadets
participated in the ceremony, includ-
ing the Color Guard and First Cap-
tain Amada Bennett, the 2001 SMA
Leadership Scholarship recipient.

Dance, Dance, Dance!
Friday will be capped by a dance

concert featuring Bill Deal and the
Rhondells — sponsored by the Class
of 1969, which will be celebrating its
35th anniversary. With hits like “May
I”, “I’ve Been Hurt”, and “What Kind
of Fool Do You Think I Am”, this
should make for a fun evening. At
press time, the location for the dance
had not been decided.

Saturday events will begin at 9
a.m. with the annual meeting chaired
by SMA Alumni Association Presi-

dent Bill Kearns ’74, fol-
lowed by the annual
wreath-laying ceremony at
12:30 p.m. at Thornrose
Cemetery. The event, held
the past three years at the
reunion, pays tribute to
SMA’s founder, Captain
William H. Kable, and will
feature a color guard
staffed by local Civil War
re-enactors led by Brocky
Nicely SMA ’65, the SMA-
VWIL museum curator.

Roast the Wease!
One of the weekend’s true high-

lights will be the “Roast the Wease”
banquet on Saturday evening, April
3. Colonel Robert Wease, a govern-
ment teacher at SMA from 1956 to
1976, and faculty member at
Fishburne Military School from 1976
to the present, graciously agreed to
subject himself to jokes, stories and
tales from former cadets, faculty and
friends who want to tell a story, be-
fore getting his chance to “return
fire” and address the audience with
his own remarks. When he agreed to
be the guest of honor at the banquet,
and to the format of the event, Col.
Wease gratefully stated: “I promise not

— Continued on page 3 —

Parade, dance, faculty roast highlight
annual get-together in Staunton

SMA 2004 ANNUAL MEETING
AND REUNION

April 2-4, 2004
Holiday Inn Golf and Conference

Center
Staunton, Virginia

FRIDAY, APRIL 2
1:00 p.m. ................  Board of Directors
.............................. SMA/VWIL Museum
1:00 to 3:30 p.m. .............  Registration
4:00 p.m. ........................ VWIL Review
on Kable Field honoring SMA and alumni
5:15 p.m. ............................. Reception
...... and Barbeque, SMA/VWIL Museum
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. ..................... Dance
.... featuring Bill Deal and the Rhondells

SATURDAY, APRIL 3
9:00 to 11:00 a.m. ....... Annual Meeting
11:00 to 11:30 a.m. ............... Board of
................................ Directors meeting
12:30 p.m. ............ Kable wreath-laying
.......  ceremony at Thornrose Cemetery
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. ........... Museum open
6:00 p.m. ................ Banquet reception
............................................ (cash bar)
7:00 p.m. .................... Annual banquet
.............................. “Roast the Wease”
........... (supper, awards and speeches)
9:30 p.m. ...................... Surprise event

SUNDAY, APRIL 4
Free time ............. No events scheduled

Reunion 2004
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TT
We’re moving along!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The SMA Alumni Association needs nominations for plaques to
be installed on the Memorial Wall during the 2004 reunion.

These nominations come from you — the alumni — based on
knowledge you have of exceptional fellow alumni who deserve

the level of recognition afforded by a plaque on the wall.
Deadline for nominations is December 31, 2003.

Please submit your nomination(s) to the SMA Alumni Office
either by mail or e-mail.

he SMA Alumni Association’s board of directors met via conference
call during the first week of October and reaffirmed our commitment to
the VWIL Program. Mark Orr, ‘73, who was unable to attend, offered some
very sound guidance regarding goals and identified
some alumni that could be valuable in achieving them.

Following the meeting I had an opportunity to speak
to Stu Smith, ’48, and I am very grateful for the conti-
nuity Stu brings to the board. We will be having a meet-
ing in the near future where Gene Ehmann, ’74, will
present a plan for our contribution to VWIL for the
board to consider.

Tom Phillips, ’74, is doing an outstanding job plan-
ning the 2004 reunion but has informed me that due to
pressing business commitments, in addition to attend-
ing the War College, that he will be unable to do the job
in 2005.  So, if we have any volunteers for this impor-
tant position, please contact me.

I would like to commend Arlene Nicely for the care and sincerity she
brings to her job as the SMA Alumni Association Office Manager. Arlene is
a gracious lady and we can all be very proud that she is in this position and
confident that the Association’s business is being conducted in a profes-
sional manner.

I want to thank all the members who have made dues payments and
contributions to the Foundation. Please continue as your support is needed
and very much appreciated. As I mentioned, the board will be coming to
the membership early next year with a plan to support the VWIL Program
and it will be ambitious.

 Lastly, please plan now to attend the annual reunion next April so that
you can experience firsthand the VWIL Cadets marching on the same pa-
rade grounds in much the same way we did as young men. When you are
standing on the field with your fellow alumni sharing this experience that
we all have in common, I promise that you’ll be glad you made the journey
back to SMA

Bill Kearns
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Parade, dance, roast
highlight 2004 reunion
in Staunton

— Continued from page 1 —
to change any grades as a result of
what I hear at the event.”

A surprise event is being sched-
uled to follow the banquet, so alumni
should stay tuned for more informa-
tion. Other members of the Corps so
inclined can relax at the hotel, visit
the lounge, and spend time with old
and new friends. And Sunday is re-
served as free time for casual break-
fasts and departures for home.

“Everyone who attended the 2003
reunion liked the April time frame,
so we decided to stick with it,” said
Tom Phillips ’74, reunion committee
chairman. “The involvement of the
VWIL cadets really gives the events
an added dimension. And, we always
try to add something new to the pro-
gram, and the dance should be a big
treat this year.”

Concerto Networks™, an emerging
provider of professional, corporate
style Information Technology (IT) ser-
vices for small and medium sized
businesses, has ap-
pointed Daniel La-
Marche to its Board
of Advisors.

Mr. LaMarche was
a member of the
Board of Directors of
Mail Boxes Etc.
(MBE) for 12 years.
At MBE, he played
an instrumental role
in that comp-any’s growth, including
its franchise expansion and its initial
public offering In addition to serving
on its board, Mr. LaMarche was Vice
President and Secretary for Mail Boxes
Etc.

He also served on the Board of Di-
rectors of both The Fahey Banking
Company (22 years), and the Interna-
tional Forum of Corporate Direc-tors
(three years). He was President of
American Malleable Castings, Presi-
dent of Tennessee Castings, and
Founder of Integrated Marketing .

1947 SMA graduate
named to Concerto
Networks board

and Insurance Services.
Mr. LaMarche serves on the boards

of  the following associations: La Jolla
Chamber of Music Society, National
Foundry Association, Malleable
Founders Society, Iron Casting Soci-
ety, American Foun-drymen’s Society,
Cast Metals Federation, Marion Gen-
eral Hospital, and United Way. He also
serves as Trustee and on the Board of
Trustees for the Foundry Educational
Foundation and the Sidney Kimmel
Cancer Center respectively. He has
also received the Iron Casting Society
Gold Metal in 1978. Mr. LaMarche is a
graduate from both Staunton Military
Academy (1947) and Miami University.

James C. (Jim) May, SMA ’64, re-
tired from Caterpillar Inc. effective
January 2003. He was employed with
Caterpillar for 34½ years.  Jim’s wife,
Linda, retired from Peoria Public
Schools effective June 2003. Linda
taught in various Illinois schools for
31 years.  Jim and Linda are now pre-
paring to move to Wilson, North
Carolina next spring and have said
that they will split their time between
Wilson and their condomin-iumat At-
lantic Beach.

Jim May, ‘64 retires
from Caterpillar

If your name and email address
are not listed or needs updating,
please send me an email at
Registrar@sma-alumni.org with the
required information: full name, class
year, and email address.   Also, please
remember to send me an update
whenever you change your email
address.

Alumni can help
keep the email
directory updated

By Mark Orr, SMA ‘73, Webmaster
One of the most visited pages on the

SMA Alumni Association web site is
the online Alumni Email Directory
(http: / /www.sma-alumni.org/
email.htm).

In a recent group mailing, about 100
emails failed to reach the intended re-
cipients. Most of these emails were
bounced from the respective internet
service provider (ISP) server because
the address was not recognized (e.g.,
“User unknown”, “Host unknown”,
“Mailbox not found”, etc.).

 The mailbox had exceeded its lim-
its on others.  As email has become
such an important and effective way
to communicate and reach out to
alumni, please take a few minutes the
next time you are online to verify
your email address listed on the Email
Directory.

New VWIL scholarship
endowment announced

By Mark Orr, SMA ‘73
As the relationship between the

SMA Alumni Association and the
Virginia Women’s Institute for Lead-
ership (VWIL) continues to mature
and grow closer, Hunter Henry, SMA
’46, offered to convert one of the two
former “Henry Scholarship for
Staunton Military Academy Alumni,
Faculty, and Staff” scholarships,
which are endowed at $50,000 each,
to an annual VWIL scholarship fund
available to a deserving VWIL ROTC
cadet.

These endowed funds were re-des-
ignated by the MBC Office of Institu-
tional Advancement in May of this
year. This means that there will now
be three scholarships available to
VWIL cadets every year: two $50,000
endowed scholarships from Hunter
Henry and one SMAAA Leadership
scholarship. Each $50,000endowment
provides a perpetual annual scholar-
ship award of $2,500. For more infor-
mation on scholarships honoring
SMA, see the SMAAA scholarship web
page at: http://www.sma-alumni.org/
scholarships.htm.
.

The next issue of
The Kablegram will be published

 in February 2004,
and will include a special photo

section called
“Looking Back”,

featuring photos of people on
the Hill in years gone by.

If you have photos that would be
appropriate, please contact The

Kablegram at
cdlsma58@juno.com

or send photos to
SMA Alumni Association

P. O. Box 958,
Woodrum Station

Staunton, Virginia 24402
All photos will be returned
after the issue is published.
Please include identification

of people in the photos.
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The comments herein discuss the financial reports for
both the Alumni Association and the Foundation as of
the end of their fiscal years August 31, 2003. These re-
ports have not yet been adjusted by the accountant, but
are close to the final numbers. When we get the final
numbers, I will get them to Mark Orr for posting on the
web- sight (www.SMA-alumni.org).

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
   The major asset of the Association is the cash. The year
was completed with a balance $26,450.80. Our other as-
sets are office equipment and furniture that have been
fully depreciated.  The Association owes the Foundation
$965.05 which the board has authorized be paid. This is a
holdover from the period when the Association did not
have sufficient income to pay all of
its bills. One of the positive features
of the museum is the increased dues
paying members of the Association.
This is reflected the dues received
over the past two years. We received dues of $22,670 dur-
ing the year just ended. This compares to $33,990 in the
previous year. The reduction is attributable to prepaying
of dues by many members. If you remember, we had a
big push to have members pay their dues the previous
year. Somewhere between the two numbers is probably
the correct number. We also received $3,175.70 in Cadet
Store sales, $6,205.00 from reunion fees, $50.00 in aca-
demic record fees, and $236.28 in interest leading to gross
revenue of $32,336.98. Our major expenses were $3,116.08
in items purchased for resale in the cadet store, $7,014.39
for personnel, $6,316.51 for the Kablegram expense,
$5,265.19 reunion expenses, and various office expenses.
The total expense was $25,518.38 leaving the Association
with positive cash flow of $3,702.52.

S.M.A. Foundation
 The Foundation has several pockets requiring sepa-

ration of funds earmarked for various purposes. The main
checking account had a year end balance of $12,869.56.
The endowment has a balance of $4,370.74, the scholar

ship fund is $18,871.45, and the Memorial funds are at
$1,217.29. The Brick Fund has a balance of $4,301.30. We
do not obtain the bricks until we receive orders for 100
bricks.  Therefore, some of these funds represent a liabil-
ity to obtain bricks when the 100 total is received. This
sum also includes any profit that the Foundation receives
on the bricks.  The final category contains the funds held
for the support of the Museum. The cash account is
$9,735.71 in checking and $276.75 in a money market ac-
count.  In addition, we continue to hold 369 shares of
General Electric Co. These shares were received during
the fund raising for the Museum. Before I could obtain
the authority to sell the shares, the market fell dramati-
cally. The board has decided to hold the shares until the

price is closer to that price at which the
shares were donated. If additional
shares are donated, I have the author-
ity to sell them immediately.  These as-
sets along with museum assets that are

not fully depreciated amount to $244,458.23. But this fig-
ure does not take into account this years depreciation
that will reduce the total somewhat. We received unre-
stricted contributions of $10,980, $2,115.00 donations re-
stricted to scholarships and $312.00 for the Museum
(mostly the fish bowl).  With various interest and other
small receipts, we had gross income of $15,819.24. The
major expenses are accounting fees $1,439.99, scholar-
ships paid $1,000.00, insurance expense $2,148.00, and
$10,843.32 museum expense.  The accountant will adjust
the museum expense when I receive those adjustments
to capitalize some of this expense.  On a pre-adjusted basis,
the expenses were $16,147.66, leaving a deficit of
$1,050.85. When the adjustments are completed, I sus-
pect that we will have a positive figure.

If anyone has questions concerning the financials, please
feel free to e-mail the office and I will respond.  These are
your organizations and you have a right to know.

— Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62, Treasurer

FINANCIAL REPORT

Joseph A. Campana, who left the Ford Motor Co. in
1979 with Lee Iacocca to help rebuild the bankrupt
Chrysler Corp., died from complications of liver disease
October 8, 2003 in Vero Beach,
Florida.

He was 66 and had lived in Vero
Beach since 1992, when he moved
from Birmingham, Michigan.

Mr. Campana started working at
Ford in 1964, holding jobs in the sales,
service and marketing divisions.

At Chrysler, he became corporate vice president, work-
ing to reshape the company’s advertising and market-
ing. He retired in 1989.

But the retirement didn’t take. Carlson Cos., a mar-
keting firm in Minneapolis, asked him to go to work in
its travel division, setting up a program for the automo-
tive industry. The deal was struck over a plate of choco-
late-chip cookies.

“Anytime they would have a meeting and had the
chocolate-chip cookies, you knew that was an important

thing,” according to Mr. Campana’s daughter-in-law,
Kathy Campana.

Mr. Campana stayed with Carlson until 1993. But
he  still didn’t retire. By then he had
moved to Florida and founded
Campana Automotive Group, which
includes Vero Beach Chrysler Saab
RV and Brevard Chrysler Dodge
Jeep of Titusville, Florida. He was
chief executive officer, but his son,
Jay, has taken care of business since

the beginning.
Mr. Campana was born in Youngstown, Ohio, where

his father ran a car dealership. He graduated from
SMA in 1955 and earned bachelor’s degrees at Yale
University and Youngstown State University, then a
master’s in business administration at Kent State Uni-
versity in Ohio.

Continuing his graduate studies at the University
of Illinois, he also served as admissions officer for the

— Continued on page 13 —

Joseph Campana, SMA ‘55: Helped rebuild Chrysler

TAPS
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MemoriesReunion

Memories
This page and those that

follow offer a glimpse into the
2002 and 2003 SMA Alumni reunions
in Staunton. Those who participated will
recognize the people and venues.
Those who did not attend will gain a
greater understanding of why these
annual events have become so impor-
tant to our alumni and to the  SMA
Alumni Association.

Every effort has been made to prop-
erly identify the people shown in these
photos. Should there by any errors,
please accept our apologies.

Photos were provided by Dick
Staunch, ‘61, Ed Smith, ‘76. and Mike
Miller, ‘74. We appreciate their talent,
work and generosity.

Special Photographic Section

The VWIL Color Guard
presents the colors at the
2003 Memorial Wall
dedication ceremony.

SMA Alumni Association
President Bill Kearnes and Lolo
Kable Bonfoey join others at
Thornrose Cemetary for the
2003 reunion wreath-laying.

Former SMA instructor Colonel
Robert Wease speaks at the
2003 reunion dedication of the
Memorial Wall.

An unidientified trio poses in front of the
Memorial Wall during the 2003 reunion.
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Top Left: SMA Alumni Association Bill Kearns
and Bill Bissell, ‘74 (carrying the guidon) lead
the alumni contingent participating in the 2003
Alumni Parade, the kickoff event in the reunion.
Top right: Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, VWIL Com-
mandant, poses with VWIL Director Dr. Branda
Bryant following the 2003 reunion Memorial Wall
dedication ceremony.

Above:  Tricia Thomas, a Stuart Hall
alumnus, chats with Bill Bissett, ‘74.
Right: Stuart Hall alumnus “Toots”
Moore and Jane Page socialize with
Gene Ehmann, ‘74. Below: Wieland
Gate as it appears today.

Reunion Memories 2002-2003
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Reunion Memories 2002-2003

Above left:  Major Tommy Vanes (former SMA math teacher) and Mrs. Vanes spend a few reunion moments with John Hoosier,
‘73 and Mrs. Hoosier. Above center: Stuart Hall alumnus Susan Lambert and Tom Phillips, ‘74; Above right: Sonny Major, ‘74
and SMA Alumni Association President Bill Kearns talk following the wreath-laying ceremony; Below left: The SMA flag is one of
three carried by the VWIL honor guard during the 2003 Alumni Parade; Below right: VWIL cadets ready to parade.

Left:  Lolo Kable Bonfoey
poses with her daughter,
Kable, and her grandchildren,
at the Kable monument in
Thornrose Cemetary; Right:
Mrs. Marino of Marino’s in
Staunton. Marino’s was a
popular hangout for SMA ca-
dets and is today popular
with returning alumni.
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Reunion Memories 2002-2003

Above left: Susan Lambert and Sarah Graney (both standing) and (sitting, left to right) Tricia Thomas, an unidentified Stuart Hall
alumnus, Cathy Ferris and Jane Page enjoy a moment together diring the 2003 reunion; Above right: John Lucy, ‘76, Ed Smith,
‘76, and Bill Bissett, ‘76, relax at Marino’s in Staunton on Saturday afternoon following the 2002 reunion’s wreath-laying ceremony;
Below left: An unidentified “townie” at Marino’s adds the names of SMA alumni to the “bad boys list” at the bar; Below center:
Flagpole Hill, a scene unchanged on the SMA/VWIL campus; Below right: Mark Orr, ‘73, VWIL Commandant Brig. Gen. Michael
Bissell and Mrs. Bissell pose for the photographer prior to the 2002 Reunion Banquet in Staunton.

Time now to sign up!
An Early Bird Registration for the 2004 Annual Reunion in Staunton is provided on the next page. Rates on the Early

Bird form are slightly reduced from the Advanced Registration and will be valid through January 31, 2004. From February
1, 2004 through March 26, 2004, Advanced Registration fees will apply. Get on board and register now to attend the

SMA 2004 Reunion.
— 10 —



SMA 2004 REUNION
EARLY-BIRD REGISTRATION

PLEASE PRINT!
LAST NAME: ________________________________________________
FIRST NAME:___________________________________M.I.: ________
SMA GRADUATION YEAR:_____________________________________
ADDRESS (1): _______________________________________________
ADDRESS (2): _______________________________________________
CITY:______________________________________________________
STATE:____________ZIP: _____________________________________
TEL: (__________) __________________________________________
E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE NAME:______________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ______________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ______________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ______________________________________________
CHILD NAME: ______________________________________________
CHILD NAME: ______________________________________________
CHILD NAME: ______________________________________________

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
FEE COMPUTATION

Deadline for Early Bird Registration is January 31, 2004.There will be a
subsequent Advanced Registration period that will end March 26, 2004, with
slightly higher rates. After that date, registration will be available at the
door. The reduced fees listed below will apply to regsitrations received not
later than January 31, 2004.

____ ADULTS (Friday-Saturday) x $75.00/person .......... $___________
____ ADULTS (Friday only) x $35.00/person ................. $___________
____ ADULTS (Saturday only) x $50.00/person............. $___________
____ TEENAGER (Friday-Saturday) x $40.00/person ..... $___________
____ TEENAGER (Friday only) x $20.00/person............. $___________
____ TEENAGER (Saturday only) x $25.00/person ........ $___________
____ 12 AND UNDER (Friday-Saturday) x $20.00/person $___________
____ 12 AND UNDER (Friday only) x $7.50/person ........ $___________
____ 12 AND UNDER (Saturday only) x $10.00/person .. $___________
                                                        TOTAL: ....... $___________

Please make your check payable to SMA Alumni Association and mail
this form and your check to SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958,
Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Displays at the SMA/VWIL Museum,
part of the SMA Alumni Office in Staunton
(located in what was once the SMA Sup-
ply Room) provide a detailed picture of
what life was like at SMA, and also offers
views of uniforms, traditions and today’s
life at VWIL. Above, a VWIL dress uni-
form is displayed in the foreground, while
in the background is a standard SMA
bunk and clothing locker. Below, the
bronze statue of Major Thomas Howie
stands as a reminder of those who have
been lost in service to their country.

Museum Hours
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Saturday and
Sunday.

Other times can be arranged
by appointment by calling

the VWIL office number on the
door of the museum.

— 11—



Reunion Memories 2002-2003

Top Left: Confederate reenac-
tors led by Brocky Knicely, ‘65 (not
visible in the photo) serve as the
color guard for the 2002 Kable
wreath-laying ceremony at
Thornrose Cemetary. Top right:
Mike Miller, ‘74, enjoys the 2002
Friday night reception at the Holi-
day Inn. The identity of his two
friends is unknown. Right: Jack
Dalbo, ‘68, and friend help raise
funds for the SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation by selling 50-50 raffle tick-
ets. Left: Pat Kelley, ‘72, and Tad
Hall, ‘73, renew their friendship
during the 2002 annual reunion.

Left: The eagle that
once graced North
Barracks is now part of
the SMA/VWIL Mu-
seum; Right: Kable
Hall and Memorial Hall
as they appear today.
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Reunion Memories 2002-2003

Top Left: Jay Nedry, ‘69 and Pat “Pike” Kelley, ‘76, spend
some time reconnecting with other alumni at Marino’s in
Staunton; Top right: Mrs. Charles O. Graham (right), widow
of First Sergeant Charles O. Graham, attended the 2003
reunion with her daughters. First Sergeant Graham was
honored for his years of service in the U.S. Army and to
SMA and his dedication to the Corps of Cadets; Right: First
Captain Jennifer Kukla and her staff lead the VWIL brigade
down the ramp to Kable Field for the 2003 Alumni Parade;
Below left: The SMA/VWIL Museum and Memorial Wall
complex, located on the site of the former SMA Supply Room,
adjacent to where North Barracks once stood; Below right:
The VWIL Band moves down the ramp in the 2003 Alumni
Parade.

— 13 —



Reunion Memories 2002-2003

Above: Former Mary Baldwin College President Virginia Tyson (left)
and VWIL Commandant Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, pose at the 2002
reunion with VWIL cadet Jennifer Kulka, First Captain of the VWIL
Corps for the 2003-2004 school year.

Above: Enjoying dinner together during the 2002 reunion are (left
to right) Hunter W. Henry, Jr., ‘46, Mark Orr, ‘73, John Hooser, ‘73,
Bill Bissett, ‘74, Ed Smith, ‘76, Tom Phillips, ‘74, and Bill Kearns, ‘74.

An unidentified Stuart Hall alumnus visits with George Bissel,
‘76, during the 2003 reunion.

Sonny Major, ‘74, Stuart Hall alumnus Cathy Ferris, and
Tom Phillips, ‘74, post for the photographer at the reunion.

Right: The 2002 annual reunion featured a group of promi-
nent speakers, including (left to right) Hunter W. Henry, Jr.,
‘46, Brig. Gen. William C. Louisell, Jr., ‘46, and Robert
DiGiacomo, ‘44. Henry and Louisell were 1946 classmates,
and Louisell’s father was Commandant of Cadets. The trio
addressed attendees at the reunion’s Memorial Wall dedi-
cation ceremony.

Many more excellent photographs are available
on the SMA Alumni Association website. Just go to www.SMA-alumni.org.

Click on “Reunion” in the top bar, and then select either 2002 or 2003 for viewing.

— 14 —



— 13 —

By Mark Orr, SMA ‘73
It’s amazing what one can find on the internet! Did

anyone know that John S. Harrison, SMA ’76, was the
great-great-great-grandson of William Henry Harrison, 9th
President of the United States (POTUS)?  John was named
after William H. Harrison’s son, John Scott Harrison, a
distinguished U.S. Congressman from Ohio and father
of our 23rd President, Benjamin Harrison. What a truly
incredible family lineage! I came across this piece of SMA
trivia in an online genealogy article from A Family Al-
bum, the Harrison Home, submitted by Shirley Vaughn
(dated 1982). John’s grandfather, Russell Benjamin
Harrison is noted as having attended the Pennsylvania
Military Academy (now Widener University).

Harrison Family Tree
• Benjamin Harrison, II, King’s Council
• Benjamin Harrison, III, Speaker House of

Burgesses; Owner Berkley Plantation
• Benjamin Harrison, IV, House of Burgesses
• Benjamin Harrison, V, Signer of Declaration of

Independence; Governor of Virginia
• William Henry Harrison, 9th POTUS
• John Scott Harrison, Congressman
• Benjamin Harrison, 23rd POTUS
• Russell Benjamin Harrison, Senator
• William Henry Harrison, II, Congressman
• John Scott Harrison, SMA ‘76

...the grandson of two U.S. Presidents attended SMA?...the grandson of two U.S. Presidents attended SMA?...the grandson of two U.S. Presidents attended SMA?...the grandson of two U.S. Presidents attended SMA?...the grandson of two U.S. Presidents attended SMA?

William Henry
Harrison

9th POTUS
1841

Benjamin
Harrison

23rd POTUS
1889-1893

Harrison Coat of Arms
Motto: Vincit qui patitur

(He conquers who endures)

As some you may recall from either U.S. History or
U.S. Government class, William Henry Harrison was the
oldest President elected to office. He gave his inaugura-
tion speech in the rain and snow, caught pneumonia and
died thirty days later—the first President to die in of-
fice—and with him died the Whig program. (Major Wease
would be impressed that I remembered that!)

Being the curious type, I contacted John (via email
and phone) to find out what road he had taken after gradu-
ating from SMA.  Here’s what I learned … John left SMA
with all good intentions to pursue a political career.  In
fact the class of ’76 yearbook lists John’s college choice
as law and political science.

While attending the University of Wyoming; however,
John found economics, rather than law, to be his true
calling. He received his bachelors and masters degree in
economics from the University of Wyoming and ventured
out into the business world to find his calling.

United Telephone Company, a small communications
company headquartered in Kansas City, hired John in
1983 as a price analyst. In his new career, however, John
found himself closer to the legal profession than he
thought when he left school. As it turned out, he spent
much of his early years with United Telephone on the
witness stand testifying as an expert witness during rate
hearings.

Twenty years later, John is still with United Telephone,
only now it’s called Sprint. So what’s he doing now?  Well,
he’s about as far away from law and politics as you can
get. John is now Sprint’s Vice President of Operations.
He has responsibility for a team of over 2,000 individuals
who together are responsible for operating Sprint’s glo-
bal telecommunication network.

I asked John if he sees politics in his future, and he re-
sponded: “Well, I haven’t quite finished doing all the dam-
age that I set out to do when I was hired with Sprint, but
who knows about the future; I do love a good challenge.”

Joseph Campana, SMA ‘55
— Continued from page 4 —

Graduate School of Business Administration and won a
Ford Fellowship. When he left school, he went to work
for Ford.

Mr. Campana’s passions were golf and travel, so he set
out to find the best place in the world for retirement. In
1979, he decided that was Vero Beach and he bought a
home there. In Florida, he belonged to the Vero Beach
Country Club, the Moorings Country Club and the In-
dian River Club. Besides his son, survivors include his
wife, Susan; a daughter, Jan Martemucci, and four grand-
children.

The family suggests memorial donations to the United

Network for Organ Sharing Foundation, 700 N. Fourth
St., Richmond, Virginia. 22319.

Editor’s Note: This obituary was written by Jeanne
May, Detroit (MI) Free Press Staff Writer, and was pub-
lished in that newpaper on October 22, 2003.

Donald James Gallagher, Jr., SMA ‘61, of San Fran-
cisco, California, died October 28, 2003 following a lengthy
battle with cancer.

Mr. Gallagher was born in Wilmington, Delaware. Fol-
lowing his graduation from SMA, he attended the Uni-
versity of Delaware, and subsequently lived and worked
all over the world.

Mr. Gallagher is survived by his wife. Shawn; a daugh-
ter, Julia; and two sons, Robert and Donald.

DID YOU KNOW?. . .
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The SMA Alumni Association regrets to
announce the passing of these alumni.
SMAAA and its members extend their

sincere condolences.

TAPS
Peter M. Renna, SMA ‘49, age 72,of

Old Forge, Pennsylvania, died April
26, 2003 in the VNA Hospice of
Lackawanna County, Scranton.

Following his graduation from
SMA, Mr. Renna attended the Lacka-
wanna Business School and served
with the U.S. Army in Germany.

Mr. Renna is survived by his wife
of 46 years, Eva Pero; sons Peter V.
Renna and James T. Renna; four
brothers, including Vince Renna, a
1950 graduate of SMA, and a sister.

Editor’s note: Our thanks to John
Hughes, SMA ‘36, for advising us of
the passing of Mr. Renna.

Joseph A. Campana, SMA ‘55, age
66, of Vero Beach, Florida, died Oc-
tober 8, 2003 following abrief illness.
Formerly of Detroit, Michigan, Mr.
Campana had moved to Vero Beach
in 1992.

Known by his family and friends
as “Big Joe”, Mr. Campana was the
founder and CEO of several Florida
automobile dealerships.

Following graduation from SMA,
Mr. Campana earned a B.A. from Yale
University, a B.S. from Youngstown
State University and an M.B.A. from
Kent Stte University.. In 1970, Mr.
Campana was awarded one of the 70
prestigious Ford Fellowships.

George Bullock, SMA ‘67, died on
October 24, 2003 in Basset, Virginia.

Editor’s note: A more comprehen-
sive obituary will appear in the next
Kablegram.

William T. Munson, SMA ‘37, of
Falmouth, Massachusetts on Septem-
ber 28, 2003.

The following deaths were noted
by the SMA Alumni Office based on
mailing returned to the office:

Albert J. Carello, SMA ‘72;
James H. Chester, SMA ‘42;
Henry R. Emerson, SMA ‘54;
Carlton D. Newlen, SMA ‘45;
Lawrence C. Nicastro, SMA ‘50;
George B. Smoot, SMA ‘62;
George L. Schwab III, SMA ‘62;
William P. Thomas, SMA ‘47;
Ronald Wahl, SMA ‘50;
Edward F. Fitzgerald, SMA ‘50.

Editor’s note: No additional informa-
tion was provided. Should more de-
tails arrive later, detailed obituaries
will be published in the next issue of
the Kablegram.

Geoffrey (Jeff) Wilson, SMA ‘58,
died on July 15, 2002. The SMA
Alumni Office was notified by Rich-
ard Maxell, SMA ‘58. Wilson was
Band commander in 1958.

Henry M. Hansen, SMA ‘63, died
suddenly on June 15, 2003. Accord-
ing to his wife, Mr. Hansen was a suc-
cessful engineer and an advocate for
the mentally ill.

Jay Lance Cooper, SMA ‘57, of Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida, died on May 17,
2003. The SMA Alumni Office was
notified by John Michael Garner,
SMA ‘53.

Thomas Philson (Phil) Turnbull,
SMA ‘43, of Kansas City, Missouri,
died April 18, 2003.

According to his widow, Mrs. T. P.
Turnbull, “Phil had enjoyed his three
years at Staunton and occasionally
would reveal some of his escapades
there which had given him the dubi-
ous honor of being voted the “biggest
hell raiser” of his class.”

“He considered some of his teach-
ers there as the best he ever encoun-
tered. He had gone back twice to visit
the area and walk around the former
campus, now part of Mary Baldwin.”

“He always felt that it was a shame
that the school had closed, a sentiment
with which many of your alumni must
agree”, Mrs. Turnbull said.

After serving with the 13th Armored
Division in Europe  in World War II,
Mr. Turnbull graduated in 1950 from
Middlebury College in Vermont. In
1986 Mr. Turnbull retired after 35 years
with American Express.

Mr. Turnbull is survived by his wife,
one brother, seven children and eight
grandchildren.

Jose Roberto Ramos, SMA ‘62, of
Cuba, died 11 years ago during Hurri-
cane Andrew, according to a recent
report by his brother, Jose Raul
Ramos.

Mr. Raul Ramos also graduated in
1962. The Ramos brothers’ uncles,
Carlos Ferro and Guido Ferro gradu-
ated from SMA in 1951 and 1953 re-
spectively.

The family, all native to Cuba, now
resides in Miami, Florida, and “were
very sad when they found out about
the end of the school.”

Irving George Loewit, SMA ‘42,
also referred to as “Jeep”, passed away
on December 1, 2002 in Kettering,
Ohio. He was born December 31, 1923
in Youngstown, Ohio.

Mr. Irving graduated from SMA in
1942. Irving was in
Company B, then
Company D and
later, a Sergeant in
Company D. He was
also on the  Track
Team. He continued
his studies at Ohio
State University
until he was drafted
into the Merchant
Marines in 1943, sailing on several
LIberty Ships that carried supplies
to the Allies during World War II.

He left the Merchant Marines in
1946, and went back to Ohio State to
continue his studies in Optometry.
Mr. Irving graduated as an optom-
etrist from Ohio State  in 1950 and
worked as an optometrist in Girard,
Ohio from 1950 until 1962.

In 1962, Mr Irving and his family
moved to Dayton, Ohio.  He started
his own optometry business called,
“Opitical Fashion Centers”.  He oper-
ated the business and he also was the
optometrist at several of his offices  in
Ohio, Kentucky, and Tenn-esse.

Mr. Irving retired in 1989. He
leaves behind his wife, Arvadia
Loewit and children: Dale Loewit,
Kenny Loewit, Ronny Loewit, Pat
Loewit Phillips, Debbie Loewit,
Desiree Loewit, and Jil Loewit.  “Jeep”
had fond memories of his times at
SMA.

Editor’s note: This obituary was
prepared by the Loewit family and
edited for Kablegram publication.

Robert C. Edwards, SMA ‘54, of
Hendersonville, North Carolina, died
June 14, 1994.

A. Bruce Bottoms, D.D.S, SMA
‘54, of Charlotte, North Carolina, died
March 30, 2003.

Editor’s note: The two preceding
obituaries were abbreviated due to
space limitations in this issue of the
Kablegram. More detailed obituaries
will be published in the next issue.

Death notices and detailed obituaries
should be mailed to

The Kablegram
SMA Alumni Office

P. O. Box 958 • Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958



_____ Baseball Cap $10.00 $________
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Baseball Cap $10.00 $________
Blue with green bill with “SMA-VWIL Museum” in gold
lettering with crossed rifles.
_____ SMA-VWIL Video $50.00 $________
_____ T-Shirt with shield $15.00 $________

Sizes M to XXL
_____ Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)

M to XXL $25.00 $________
XXXL $30.00 $________

_____ Golf Shirts $30.00 $________
Blue with maze color and sleeve trim with “Staunton Mili-
tary Academy” in gold lettering now in stock. Optional
lettering of “SMA/VWIL Museum” is not a stock item and
will be filled upon request.
_____ Old Boys buckle (silver) $20.00 $________
_____ Leather Belt $15.00 $________

Sizes 28, 32, 36 and 38 available
_____ Car Window Decal $03.50 $________

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards $02.00 $________
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches $02.00 $________
_____ Coffee Mugs $05.00 $________
_____ Rank Insignia $01.00 $________

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Boo (reprint) $10.00 $________
_____ Artist Sketch $05.00 $________
(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch $05.00 $________
Two available (check your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  ❐  South Barracks  ❐  Administration Building
❐  Mess Hall  ❐  Kable Hall  ❐   North Barracks   or [2]  a
14” x 9” sketch of the ❐  Asphalt ❐   Memorial Hall
❐  Kable Hall  ❐  North Barracks.
_____ License Plate Holders $10.00 $________
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in white
lettering.

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 $05.95 $________
$31.00 to $70.00 $06.75 $________
$71.00 and above $07.95 $________

Total: $________

Name:______________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City:__________________________State:________
ZIP:_________  Telephone: ( ______) ___________
E-mail:_____________________________________

Cadet Store Order Form
QUAN. ITEM EACH TOTAL

Please print!
Mail to:

SMA-VWIL Museum
 P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

or FAX this order form to (540) 885-1366
or e-mail your order to

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Sweat Shirts

Golf Shirts

Baseball Caps

Several items have been
added to the Cadet Store in-
ventory and others have
been replenished. Pictured
here are a few items that
have become available since
the last issue of The Kable-
gram. Use the convenient
order form on this page to
request items and mail it to
the SMA/VWIL Museum at
the address shown below.
Be sure to enclose your
check with your order. You
may also contact the store
by e-mail, as shown below.

Belt Buckles and Shoulder Patches
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(Gold belt buckle not currently available)

T-Shirts



SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
STAUNTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 96

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association, Incorporated
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($50.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2003 - August 31, 2004).
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
• Funds are used to maintain the office, publish newsletters, and help support the annual Reunion.

SMA FOUNDATION, INC. ANNUAL FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Annual Fund
• Donations are used for the  SMA museum and scholarships, and related expenses.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities and

programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of Staunton Military
Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.

▲
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