
NOMINATION OF INDIVIDUAL FOR SMA HALL OF FAME 

 

Full Name of Nominee:    ROBERT M. BENNETT                                        

If deceased indicate date of death:  November 29, 2016 

Year he completed SMA:  1945 

Hall of Fame Category:  BUSINESS/ENTERPRENEUR 

Primary Selection Criteria Met:  President and Founder of a widely-recognized 

company 

Nomination Narrative:  Broadcasting Pioneer from the late 1940’s to the early 

1980’s.   After serving as Vice President and General Manager of WTTG-TV 

in Washington, DC, and, from 1969 to 1971, the country’s largest and most 

successful independent station, New York’s WNEW-TV, Mr. Bennett 

launched WCVB-TV in 1972 out of an old farm equipment sales building and 

turned it into one of the Country’s top television stations.  Among Mr. 

Bennett’s achievements at WCVB-TV was creating more local programming 

in the market than ever before. Among the shows Mr. Bennett launched was 

“The Baxters,” which depicted a middle-class family from a St. Louis suburb; 

each episode closed with audience reaction and discussion of issues on the 

show. Producer Norman Lear later took over the production. 

The show, “Good Day!”, on WCVB-TV, ran from 1973 to 1991 and created 

the template for modern morning television. Mr. Bennett also gave the green 

light to the newsmagazine “Chronicle,” which premiered in 1982 and 

continues today. 

One of his most ambitious projects was a full-length feature TV film in 1981, 

“Summer Solstice,” starring Henry Fonda, in his last role, and Myrna Loy. 

The station sponsored a contest and chose the script based on submissions 

sent to the station. 

In 1981, Mr. Bennett orchestrated the sale of WCVB-TV for $220 million to 

Metromedia, progenitor of Fox Broadcasting.  Following the sale, the new 

owners named Mr. Bennett president of Metromedia Broadcasting. 

He championed and captained the launch of such nationally successful shows 

as Fame, Three’s Company, Small Wonder and Star Search. 



In Bennett’s first year as head of Metromedia Broadcasting, the company’s 

stock rose from $45.00 per share to more than $500 per share, the highest 

price then recorded on the New York Stock Exchange. 

In 1986, Mr. Bennett again arranged the sale of WCVB-TV.  This time, the 

price was $450 million, paid by the Hearst Corporation, which still owned it at 

the time of Mr. Bennet’s death. 

Bill Fine, WCVB-TV president and general manager, said about Bennett, “He 

was a genuine broadcasting pioneer and legend, respected equally by his staff 

and competitors. His impact on local broadcasting, nationwide, is his legacy,”  

Mr. Bennett was inducted into the Broadcasting and Cable Hall of Fame in 

1994 as well as receiving the President’s Award of the National Association of 

Television Program Executives (NATPE). 

Name of Nominator:  Kelly McGavock  

          Address: 12565 County Farm Rd., Gulfport, MS 39503 

          Phone: 228-547-0442                    Email: Kelly_mcg2001@yahoo.com 

 

 


