
Col. Robert H. Wease – A Recollection
By Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74

A Minor Opportunity.

A Major Opportunity.

The Command Performance.

Beat the Wease -Report!

Any SMA Old Boy who had the privilege of learning under 
the tutelage of Col. Robert H. Wease remembers exactly what 
those phrases represent – the first three describing the level 
of tests he administered in his Government class, the last one 
given by the adjutant at retreat formation, a challenge to all his 
students to do well on the test to be given the following day.

SMA lost one of its last Living Legends when Wease passed 
away on November 22, 2019 at age 87. And he left with us a 
legacy to be appreciated by all.

In his honor, The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Direc-
tors voted to establish The Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship -- 
$2,000 will be awarded each year during our annual All Class Reunion, starting 
in 2020, to a worthy VWIL Cadet. The foundation is working with the family to 
establish the criteria for the award.

In addition, a bench, being sponsored by George Mastroianni, President 
SMA Alumni Foundation SMA ’73, with underwriting support from VWIL and 
MBU, to honor Wease will be placed on Flagpole Hill in time to be dedicated at 
the reunion. And a memorial brick will be placed outside the SMA-VWIL muse-
um on the Memorial Wall Walk in Wease’s memory. 

Robert Houston Wease was born on August 29, 1932, in Lincolnton, N.C. 
Although his parents were farmers, his life was destined to be one of service 
in education.

He graduated from Lincolnton High School and served in the U.S. Air Force 
during the Korean Conflict from 1950 – 1953. After his discharge from the 
military, he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from East Carolina Universi-
ty (ECU). Wease began his teaching career as Professor of Government at 
Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in 1956. 
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This is the photo that appeared in the 1967 
Blue and Gold Yearbook, which was dedicat-
ed to then-Major Robert H. Wease. The ded-
ication noted that he “faithfully devoted his 
time and effort to the graduates as teacher, 
librarian, and friend.”



Schools like SMA had unique cultures 
that evolved over the life of the institu-
tion. Our daily lives were governed by 
traditions that reached back to the very 
origins of the school. Our time at SMA 
was punctuated by events, ceremo-
nies, and sometimes ordeals that united 
us by shared experience not only with 
one another, but with all those who had 
gone before or would come after us.

Robert Houston Wease was an im-
portant part of that culture for a very long time: he served 
as a teacher at SMA from 1956 until 1976. His tenure at SMA 
was part of the experience of most of our current member-
ship. Colonel Wease died on November 22, 2019. The SMAAF 
Board has voted to establish a $2,000 Scholarship honoring 
Colonel Wease; Colonel Wease’s Living Legend Plaque will 
be moved to the Memorial Wall, and a bench honoring Col-
onel Wease will be dedicated on Flagpole Hill. We will natu-
rally be honoring and celebrating the life and contributions of 
Robert H. Wease during this year’s Reunion.

“Major” Wease was an important influence on my life, 
and his passing has gotten me thinking about other teachers 
and other Old Boys. We had so many legendary teachers – 
the cast of characters changed as the decades rolled by, 
though there were threads of continuity for long periods, like 
Colonel Robert H. Wease. We students were not a random 
cross-section of American society, and our teachers were 
likewise not always cut from the same cloth one might find 
at your local high school. That combination made for some 
interesting experiences! I’d appreciate it if any of you who 
have stories or reminiscences about any of the teachers we 
had at SMA that are inspiring, interesting, amusing, or other-
wise memorable would take a moment to write them down 
and share them with me. Our teachers were a huge part of 
our SMA lives, and of our post-SMA selves. 

This year’s Reunion will mark the 60th anniversary of the 
graduation of the Class of 1960, and the 50th for the Class of 
1970. Now is the time to be getting registered, reserved, and 
ready for Reunion!

No.5 advantage of a military boarding school as stated 
by SMA in 1920: “He is unconsciously taught by his sur-
roundings and daily and hourly contact with his fellows, 
those things which make men successful in the world, into 
which he must soon be thrown.”

George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73
President, SMA Alumni Foundation
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Col. Robert H. Wease – A Recollection Cont.

Here are some excerpts from the article in the 
November 30, 1956 issue of The Kablegram an-
nouncing his arrival at SMA: “As many cadets have 
probably realized, S.M.A. has a new Government 
teacher. Robert H. Wease replaced Lt. Commander 
Burnett on Monday, November 26 … Lt. Wease will 
now teach the five sections of Government (which is 
a required course for seniors) … Lt. Wease said that 
he definitely intends to make teaching his profession 
… Lt. Wease is an ardent baseball fan; he tries to 
follow major league baseball closely. He has played 
American Legion baseball. Reading political philos-
ophy is another of Lt. Wease’s interests. He spends 
much time at this rather scholarly occupation … His 
favorite political philosopher is John Locke. Inciden-
tally, Lt. Wease has a twin brother teaching in Den-
ton, Maryland.”

It was during his time at SMA that Wease met 
his wife, Mary Alice Heavner. They wed in 1959 and 
had two children, son Timothy Dmitri Wease, and 
daughter Allyson Wease Watkins. Alyson and her 
husband Jim have three children, Mary Margaret, 
Alexandra Claire Wease, and Robert Wease.

Wease taught at SMA until the school closed in 
1976, then joined the faculty of Fishburne Military 
School (FMS) in Waynesboro, VA, as a Government 
and English teacher, where he remained until retir-
ing in 2009  as a master teacher at age 76.

Throughout his six decades of teaching Wease 
instructed and inspired three generations of SMA 
and FMS cadets, many of whom have become 
leaders in government, public service, education, 
the armed forces, law, and business. Among his ac-
colades:  The 1967 SMA Blue & Gold yearbook was 
dedicated in his honor, The City of Staunton declared 
April 26, 2003, as Colonel Robert H. Wease Day 
commemorating his contributions to education, On 
April 3, 2004, at its annual reunion the SMA Alumni 
Association presented Wease a framed front page 
of a special edition of Roll Call, a publication that 
covers the U.S. Congress, and then Colonel Wease 
was the subject of a roast at the reunion dinner. On 
April 21, 2004, the Senate of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia issued a Joint Resolution commending 
Colonel Wease for his achievements in education 
at SMA and FMS. In addition to being a member of 

the SMA Hall of Fame, 
Wease was honored 
by the SMA Alumni As-
sociation with a Living 
Legend Plaque on the 
SMA-VWIL Memorial 
Wall. Colonel.

“He loved teaching 
more than anything,” 
said his wife, Mary Al-
ice. “He loved his ca-
dets.”

A teacher herself, 
Mary Alice noted how 
her husband taught her 
a lot about teaching over the years. 

“He was a unique, unusual person,” she said. 
“I am thrilled that people remember him in such a 
wonderful way.”

Interestingly, when asked about Wease’s rela-
tionship with his surviving twin brother, James, Mary 
Alice said they were “close.” Both graduated from 
ECU, both served together in Korea and both dedi-
cated their lives to education. James taught at ECU 
and was head of the university’s History department.

In his book, “Living a Life That Matters,” Harold 
Kushner wrote that “Each lifetime is the pieces of 
a jigsaw puzzle.” No doubt, Col. Wease is one of 
the pieces of many an Old Boy’s puzzle of life. Sto-
ries of his accomplishments and impact on people’s 
lives go on and on. As such it is fitting to close with 
comments from SMA Alumni Foundation President 
George Mastroianni ‘73:

A photo of the revered 
Government teacher 

from the 1970s.

VWIL Cadets fondly raised this 
banner for the 2019 SMA Reunion.



-4-

“Major Wease (that is how I still 
think of him) had an important impact 
on my life. My senior year (72-73) he 
taught a course called ‘Twentieth Cen-
tury History.’ That course awakened 
in me a sense of wonder – so many 
events and people about which I had 
heard, but the significance of which (or 
whom) I had never really appreciated, 
came into clear focus. The connec-
tions he made among developments 
in politics, economics, art, literature 
– these fueled a lifelong passion for 
reading and learning that is with me 
still. Most of all, the discipline and rig-
or of his intellect, combined with the 
gentleness and humanity of his spirit, 

have been an example I have strived to emulate.
“I spent 22 years teaching cadets at the US Air Force Academy. Sometimes the classes I taught were me-

diocre, and sometimes they weren’t very good at all. Occasionally I taught a really great class, at least in my 
own estimation. On those days, I would walk out of the classroom, smile to myself, and think that even though 
it hadn’t been nearly the class Major Wease would have taught, perhaps he 
would have been at least a little bit proud of me. That was a great feeling.

“I dedicated my book Of Mind and Murder to him, because it was Major 
Wease who kindled my interest in the momentous events of the Twentieth 
Century and helped me learn how to think clearly about them. I owe him a 
debt I can never repay in whole: I chip away at it by honoring the lessons he 
taught me, and I will always fondly remember Major Robert Wease, a great 
gentleman.”

Colonel Robert Houston Wease was the consummate teacher and 
Southern gentleman. As he always told his students, “Chance favors the 
prepared mind.”

Editor’s note: The SMA Alumni Foundation is requesting donations to 
help cover the cost of this scholarship for many years to come. It is request-
ed that donors make their checks payable to the SMA Alumni Foundation 
Inc. and note on the check or with a note designate the donation for the 
Col Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship. Please mail donations to the SMA Alumni Foundation P.O. Box 
958, Staunton, VA 24402. All donors will receive a thank you and tax deduction letter. Please contact Peter 
Birckhead, Chairman, Legacy Fund, SMA Alumni Foundation with any questions you may have concerning 
your donation. peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980

Col. Robert H. Wease – A Recollection Cont.

(Reunion 2015) L-R: Jay Nedry, ’69; Larry Atkinson, ’67; 
Robert Wease, faculty; Ed Newbegin, ’75; Gary Binge, ’76. 

Col. Wease attended all the SMA 
reunion banquets – here he is at 

the reception talking with Dorothy 
Thacker, the long-time secretary 

to the SMA Superintendent.
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BRIEFLY
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP

The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation offers four $1500 scholarships each year for gradu-
ating high school seniors who have been accepted by a 4- or 2- year college.  There is no requirement 
for students to attend a military college or to enroll in ROTC.  Alumni are requested to encourage their 
eligible descendants or other high school seniors to apply. 

Applications for one of the Scholarships are due on June 1, 2020.  The application and all attachments, 
including a letter of acceptance to a two- or four-year college, must be received on time in order to 
be considered.  Please refer to www.smascholarship.org/ for details. Contact Kelly McGavock, SMA 
‘59, at 228-547-0442 with any specific questions about the application process.

SUSPENSE FOR JUNE 2020 KABLEGRAM. 
We plan to publish our summer issue of the Kablegram – Leader in June 2020. Please submit your arti-
cles to vwil@marybaldwin.edu by May 18th, 2020.

CONFIRMED REUNION SPEAKERS.
The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors has announced that Barry B. Longyear ’60 and Joseph 
D. Pistone ’59 have agreed to be our speakers at the formal banquet on Saturday, April 25th. 
Longyear ‘60 is best known for his award winning novella, “Enemy Mine,” he’s the first writer to win 
the Nebula Award, the Hugo Award, and the John W. Campbell Award for Best New Writer all in the 
same year. In addition to his acclaimed Enemy Mine series, his works include numerous short stories, 
the Circus World series, the Infinity Hold series, his Joe Torio Mystery Series, and novels ranging from Sea 
of Glass to The God Box, as well as his much praised Science-fiction Writer’s Workshop-I and his text on 
career writing, The Write Stuff. He has recently completed his eight-book epic, The War Whisperer. 
Pistone ’59 more recent work is with police training as a consultant and instructor supporting FBI Re-
publics of Serbia Albania, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, International Law Enforcement Academy 
in Budapest, Regional Counter Drug Training Academy in Mississippi and Montenegro National Police. 
Based on his twenty-two year FBI career, he’s an internationally recognized expert regarding under-
cover operations and organized crime matters. He’s the recipient of US Attorney General’s J. Edgar 
Hoover Award and FBI Medal of Valor. He’s the author of the New York Times Best Seller Donnie Brasco: 
My Undercover Life in the Mafia which was made into the Oscar-nominated movie Donnie Brasco 
starring Johnny Depp and Al Pacino. He’s written seven books based on the Donnie Brasco character.

Letters and Emails
Letterr SMA, 

Dear Staunton Alumni,

Your love and support are greatly appreciated. Thank you so much for the wreath.  It was beautiful. I am grateful.

Bob loved S.M.A. It was our family. Our relationship has meant the world to Jim, Allysen, and me. Again, my many 
thanks. 

Love, Mary Alice Wease

Dear Arlene,

I’ve been traveling, so it took me a while to answer your letter with pictures of the exhibit of my mother’s col-
lection.  It brought much joy to our family to see the display and we are very glad her love for the Staunton 
Military Academy lives on!

Sincerely, Sue McGee and family
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Letters and Emails cont.

Dear SMA, 

On Veterans Day (2019), I posted on SMA’s Facebook page about my father, Sloan R. Gill, who entered 
SMA in the fall of 1945 and his long career in the Air Force where he retired as a Major Gen and Chief of the 
Air Force Reserve and the Commander of the Air Force Reserves (appointed by President Reagan). I also 
attached a link to his Memorial at March AFB in 2011 because the occasion marked the largest gathering 
of present and former Air Force Reserve Commanders in history where all six surviving Chiefs and the current 
3 star were all in attendance…so it broke the record books. 

Thanks to Mark Orr who commented that my father was in your Hall of Fame, which I wasn’t aware of, but 
I am so happy to hear that he is included. My dad talked about Staunton Military Academy a lot and we 
still have a lot of his English III papers with a Gen. Hill as the instructor dated 1945 when my father was a ca-
det. Here is the link to the Memorial: https://www.march.afrc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/167740/
six-past-afrc-commanders-join-stenner-for-memorial-service-at-march/

Lt. Gen. Charles Stenner, Chief of Air Force Reserve and Com-
mander, Air Force Reserve Command and six former AFRC com-
manders attended a Nov. 6 memorial service held at March ARB 
for former AFRC commander Maj. Gen. Sloan R. Gill. This was 
the largest gathering of AFRC commanders in history. From left 
retired Maj. Gen. Roger Scheer, retired Maj. Gen. Homer Lewis, 
retired Lt. Gen. James Sherrard, Stenner, retired Lt. Gen. John 
Bradley, retired Maj. Gen. Robert McIntosh and retired Maj. 
Gen. William Lyon. (U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Linda Welz)

A LONG LOST MEMORY RETURNED
A LADY (MS. CLAIR HIDER) CALLED THE OFFICE  LOOKING FOR A FORMER “CADET” AS SHE HAD FOUND AN SMA 

CLASSRING IN HER GRANDFATHER’S BELONGINGS AND WANTED TO RETURN  IT TO THE RIGHTFUL OWNER.  SHE STATED 
THAT HER GRANDFATHER MUST HAVE FOUND IT FOR HE HAD NO CONNECTION TO SMA AND AS HE HAD PASSED, SHE 
COULD NOT ASK HIM HOW  HE CAME BY IT.  SHE GAVE ME THE INITIALS INSIDE OF THE RING AND THE YEAR.  THE INITIALS 
WERE HKM AND THE YEAR WAS 1962.  

WITH THIS INFORMAITON, I CHECKED THE 1962 YEARBOOK TO FIND THERE WAS ONLY ONE LISTED WITH THOSE INI-
TIALS  IN THAT GRADUATING CLASS.. THE RING BELONGED TO HOUSTON KEITH MARTIN ’62. THE PROBLEM  I  THEN FACED 
…HE WAS NOT LISTED IN THE SMAAF DATA BASE.  DETERMINED TO GET THIS MEMORY BACK HOME,  I CHECKED THE 
SEARCH  SITE I HAVE IN THE OFFICE AND FOUND HIS NAME AND ADDRESS BUT NO WORKING PHONE NUMBER.

SO…..I WENT TO FACEBOOK AND FOUND HIM—LEFT A MESSAGE IN HIS MESSENGER ACCOUNT WITH MY CELL 
PHONE NUMBER , ALONG WITH THE REASON HE WAS BEING CONTACTED.   I DID NOT HEAR BACK FOR ALMOST A 
MONTH SO A LETTER WAS WRITTEN USING THE ADDRESS I FOUND IN THE SEARCH SITE…  ALL OF THESE EFFORTS PAID OFF 
FOR I  RECEIVED A CALL FROM  HIM.  

DURING THIS CONVERSATION, I GAVE HIM THE TELEPHONE NUMBER AND NAME OF THE LADY WHO HAD CONTACT-
ED ME AND TOLD HIM THAT SHE WAS ANXIOUS TO RETURN A RING THAT HAD BEEN LOST TO HIM FOR SO MANY YEARS .  
THE ONLY THING I ASKED OF HIM WAS TO LET ME KNOW HOW THIS TURNED OUT.  HE CALLED ME LAST WEEK TO LET ME 
KNOW HE WAS WEARING HIS SMA RING AND TO THANK ME FOR MY EFFORTS IN HAVING IT RETURNED TO HIM.  I ALSO 
RECEIVED A CALL FROM THE LADY WHO STARTED THE BALL ROLLING WITH HER  ORIGINAL CALL,  TO THANK  ME FOR 
NOT GIVING UP UNTIL THE RING WAS IN THE HANDS (OR SHOULD I SAY “ON” THE  HAND” ) OF A CADET WHO EARNED 
IT THOSE MANY  YEARS AGO.  FROM WHAT I UNDERSTAND, IT MAY HAVE  BEEN LOST FOR SOME 35 OR 40 YEARS (HOUS-
TON COULD NOT REMEMBER WHEN HE LAST SAW IT) …THE TIME LOST IS NOT NOW IMPORTANT FOR IT IS NOW WHERE IT 
NEEDS TO BE…

AND THIS IS ONE OF THE MANY REASONS I LOVE THIS JOB!!

SUBMITTED BY ARLENE NICELY, SMAAF OFFICE MANAGER
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Reflections From Our Chaplain
A SHORT SERMONETTE

“Looking Death in the Face!”
By Rev. R. A. Henderson, ‘63

Most people spend their lives trying to avoid physical and psychological suffering. That is how 
we are wired. People prefer to avoid a loss than to acquire a gain of equal value…  We don’t 
want to suffer — we hate it. Yet it is suffering that often brings personal improvement.  Not only 
do many people find a greater emotional maturity after suffering; they are even better pre-
pared to help others deal with their pain. That is why after a loss we turn for comfort to those 
who have endured a similar loss.  I found this to be so when in 2001 my sister passed.

Then in turn I was able to assist a young woman who was a good friend of ours endure her wil-
derness experience.  She was a marvelous person, young, vigorous, unmarried and a nurse.  
One night she was sitting in her home reading when she heard a knock at the door.  She went 
to the door, unlocked it, opened it, and there stood death, with his craggily face staring right 
at her.  She slammed the door, locked it and called the doctor.  He said, “Malignant.”

She had surgery.  A few months later she was back at all her old activities, and I said, “Hey, 
you’re looking good.” She said, “I never felt better.” Everything seemed to be wonderful. 

She was at home one night watching television when she heard a knock at the door.  She 
went to the door, opened it, and there he stood again with his craggily face.  She slammed 
the door and locked it and called the doctor.  He said, “Chemotherapy.”  

Oh, she was sick!  All her hair came out, so she got a wig. When she came back home, I said, 
“That’s becoming. You should’ve been wearing that all along.” She said, “I feel pretty good.” 
Soon she was back at work and active in the community again.

One night she was sitting at home and she heard a knock, so she went to the door, opened 
it, and there he stood, she slammed the door shut, but the lock was broken.  She called her 
friends and relatives.  Everybody gathered, and we took turns leaning against that door.  We 
leaned on it night and day.  There we were pushing against the door; we even got to where 
we were laughing, “We’re not going to let him in.  We’ll keep him out,” we said. We’d look 
out the window, and there he was sitting under a tree with his craggily face in his hands.

Then one night she said, “Get away from the door.”  “What?” we said.  “Get away from the 
door, she said.” “But if we move away from the door…”  “Get away from the door,” she de-
manded.  So we got away from the door, and in he came.  But you know what?  I actually 
felt sorry for him, because there he stood and I’ve never seen anything so pitiful in my whole 
life.  He likes to come in with his daggers and poison, but there he stood disarmed; with 
peace in one hand; rest in the other.  His craggily face was gone.  He now looked more like 
the servant of God.

We gathered at the church, and what did we sing? “Now thank we all our God.”  For who-
ever believes in the Son of man will have eternal life.  



Updated as of January 15, 2020

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni and patrons who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after almost 
6 years of fund raising, exceeded $1.6 Million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations 
either directly to or for the behalf of the SMA AF. 

While we have now reached our fund raising goal our financial needs continue each year so please consider a dona-
tion and make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org. using a credit card or paypal.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)
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$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI 
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package 
sponsorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship 
and SMA Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 
to MBU for naming of Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$150,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Desig-
nation) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$100,000 + (KABLE SOCIETY)
Richard DiTraglia ’50 (Gift from Last Will and Testament)

$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsor-
ship and SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w SMA Scholarship Program)
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle 
sponsorship) *
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie Bust 
sponsorship) * deceased

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Carter Condon (Patron) *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR) cont.
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Burdette Holmes ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship and 
SMA Scholarship)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship and in Honor of 
Lolo Kable) *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and 
new website sponsorships ) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 * (w/Donald R. Windley ‘70 
Scholarship)

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
John Nolde ’63 *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74 
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 
and w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 *
George Mastroianni ’73 (w/ Col. Robert H. Wease Bench)
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers ’60 deceased)*
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron)*

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
David Gray Anderson ’59 (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) cont.
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Allen Jones ’48 *
Stanley Lesniak ’67 * (with Col. Wease Scholarship)
Susan and Ronald Yates (Patron) *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Anthony Kjorvas ‘59
Peter Birckhead ’73 * 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship)
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle spon-
sorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Mark Orr ’73 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Hamilton Beggs ‘56
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Michael F. Corbi ’62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson 
Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas 
Howie) *
Christopher Jones ’71 *
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
James H. Stevenson ’58 *
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack 
Armstrong ’37) *
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, 
SMA Scholarship) *
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Mark J. Hancock ’62 *
Page Kable (Patron) *
William Lambert ’62
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
Robert Tabor ‘58 *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Peter Voss ’48 *
Lee Woody ‘47
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) Deceased *
Philip Yount ’62 *

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Robert Clements ’58 *
Bill Crampton ‘62
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Paul Heyard ’72 *
Tom Howie ‘67
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund)
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Conrad Mihalek ’66 (w/SMA Scholarship)
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
William Pandak ’73 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
Doris Thompson (Patron) *
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
W.J. Turner ‘67
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anonymous ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
James Adams ’59 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
William Bush ’62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
David Didawick (Patron) (w/Col. Robert H. Wease Schol-
arship)
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
A Michael Lipper ’53 *
William M. Meredith ‘45
Randall Melton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Seaman ’50)
Robert Skrotsky ‘63
Ed Smith ‘76
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale 
Frederick Snell ’56)
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
Patricia L Taylor (wife of Joseph J. Taylor ’46)
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *
Paul P. Vames (Patron) (Brother of Tommy Vames) (w/ 
Col. Wease Scholarship)
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
D. Eli E. White ‘53
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Patrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Lawrence Brown ‘65
Bruce Buchanan ’66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis 
Caldwallader ‘55)
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father William 
Clark ’48)
David Cohen ‘59
Don Cross ’67 (w/brick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Frederick Gambke ’73 *
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Kim Hoffecker (brick for Charles Hoffecker ’38 deceased)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. ‘53
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *
Peter Velde ‘67
Jon Walker ‘54
Edna Wease (Patron) (Sister in Law of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. H. Wease Scholarship)
William L. Wease (Patron) (Brother of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Eli White ‘53
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts



-11-

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her hus-
band John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
James F. Keating ’66 PG
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46

Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63
John Zack’69

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKbben ‘60
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

Thanks to all of these alumni and patrons who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations have 
helped to ensure the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your donations have 
helped our alumni foundation to continue to provide scholarships and support for organizations (such as the VWIL 
Program at MBU) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor. And finally your donations have helped 
support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not made 
a donation! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax de-
ductible.  It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter 
Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than 
once and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!

DEEP SOUTH DETACHMENT
Nine members of the SMA 

Deep-South Detachment and sev-
en wives pictured met for lunch at 
O’Charley’s Restaurant in Gulfport, 
MS, on Saturday, 18 January 2020.  
The Detachment members are 
SMA alumni who live in southeast-
ern Louisiana and coastal Missis-
sippi who get together every three 
to four months and enjoy a meal 
and fellowship with others who 
spent time on the hill.  All regions of 
the U.S. are encouraged to estab-
lish SMA alumni detachments such 
as this one in the deep south.

(L-R seated) Fred Ours ‘66, Denise and Ron Alonzo ‘61, Ame and Dennis Oliver ‘53
(L-R standing) LaVonne and Kelly McGavock ‘59, Linda and Raynald Williams ‘59, Bonnie and Jay 

Aronson ‘64, Suzanne and Robert Thomas ‘72, Walter Johnson ‘66, Judy and Sam Camp ‘59
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
 PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402 
 PHONE: (540) 885-1309 | FAX: 1-866-950-4452 | EMAIL: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org 

SMA Reunion 2020 (24-26 April) 
Registration Form

PRINT & fill out form. Mail to address or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN & email to: SMOffice@sma-alumni.org

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: _____
SMA YEAR: ___________
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY: ____________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ___________
TEL: (          ) ____________________; (           ) __________________; EMAIL: ___________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER
SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION
Deadline is March 31, 2020 Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will
help us plan more effectively for a successful SMA/VWIL Reunion. 
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

$ __________

$ __________

_____ Weekend x $150/person1*

_____ Friday Only x $85/person2*

_____ Saturday Only x $85/person3* $ __________

_____ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet at Alumni Banquet ($50/cadet) $ __________

TOTAL COST: $ __________

PAYMENT 
□ Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)

□ Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) □ MasterCard  □  VISA
Card Number: _______________________________________ 
Expiration Date: _______________________________________ 
Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card) _______________________________________ 

BILLING ADDRESS 
Name:  
(exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________ 
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases) 
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) __________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
____________________________ ZIP: _____ 

SIGNATURE 

Signature: __________________________________ 

1 After March 31st, the price increases to $160 for the weekend. Door price is $170 
2 After March 31st, the price increases to $90 for Friday only. Door price is $100. No individual event tickets for sale.
3 After March 31st, the price increases to $90 for Saturday only. Door price is $100. No individual event tickets for sale. 
* Prices for individual scheduled events not authorized; only payment for entire single day of events.
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Rev. 01152020 

SSMMAA  RREEUUNNIIOONN  22002200  
SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE    

(AS OF 1/15/2020)

Thursday, April 23, 2020 (downtown) 

6:30 pm: Early bird arrival informal dinner gathering at either Emilio’s Italian Restaurant 
or the Mill Street Grill (Dutch treat) 

Friday, April 24, 2020 (on former SMA campus & Other Venues) 

9:30 – 11:30 am:           SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

10:30 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

11:00 am – 3:30 pm:  Registration (Mess Hall) 

4:30 – 5:30 pm:  Howie Rifle Demo & Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside SMA-VWIL Museum) 

6:00 – 8:00 pm:   Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall) 

8:30 – 11:30 pm:   Dance at the Beverly Street Clock Tower (music by “The Road Ducks” band) 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel) 

8:15 – 9:00 am:   Registration for those who have not registered (Mess Hall) 

9:00 – 9:30 am:      Continental Breakfast (grab and go) (Mess Hall) 

9:30 – 10:30 am: 

10:30 – 11:00 am: 

11:30 – 4:00 pm:  

12:00 – 1:15 pm:  

1:15 – 2:15 pm:  

2:30 – 3:15 pm:  

3:15 – 5:00 pm:  

6:00 – 7:00 pm:  

7:00 – 10:00 pm:  

10:00 pm: 

SMA/VWIL alumni and spouse/adult guest 

Annual SMA Alumni General Membership & VWIL Program Update (Mess 
Hall VWIL Room) 

SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

SMA-VWIL Parade & SMA-Worth Field Dedication Ceremony 

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 pm to follow the VWIL 
Corps of Cadets onto SMA-Worth Field . 

SMA-VWIL Lunch (on asphalt parking lot...Mess Hall will be open for seating) 

COL Robert H. Wease Bench Dedication (Flag Pole Hill) 

Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city. 

Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby) 

Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm) 

Nostalgia Time  

Sunday, April 26, 2020 (on former SMA campus) 

8:30 am – 2:00 pm:   SMA-VWIL Museum Open 



SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the 
existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased
with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA alumni Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should
     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
 Check (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card   Visa

Card Number: _____________________________________
Expiration Date: _____________________________________

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE
Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________
Email Address: ___________________@________________
Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctua-
tion marks count as characters.
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    VWIL           NEWS

VWIL Alumnae Share Military Insights
By: Cadet Tralani Simpson, 23

During the fall semester of 2019, I had the opportunity to work with Brigadier General Djuric on expanding the VWIL 
Alumnae displays at our SMA/VWIL Museum, specifically recognizing those that joined the military after college. I 
reached out by creating a google form filled with questions related to whether our alum commissioned or enlisted, which 
branch they served or are currently serving in, and how long they had been in service. I received 36 responses from 
Alumnae from all branches with various backgrounds and majors; a 24% response rate. With this data, I composed 
this article and shared the results with the VWIL Corps.

I also asked for our alum to send a military biography of themselves and any coin or patch they would like to have 
displayed in the museum as well.  These will be on display for both the Mary Baldwin and SMA reunions in April 2020.

Near the end of the survey I asked the alumnae how the VWIL program helped them in their current occupations and 
here’s what some had to say:

“Taught me about building trust within your unit, empathy, and basics of entry-level leadership.”

“I learned a lot about discipline and hard work, but most importantly to be someone you would respect”

“I learned a lot of skills while participating in VWIL. Specifically, Management, Leadership, Communication, Team-
work, Independence, Discipline, Intrinsic Motivation, Empowerment”

“I’m no longer serving in the military. However, I currently own and operate a business as a licensed professional 
counselor in private practice. VWIL taught me a very important lesson of using my resources.”

I also asked our VWIL alum if they had any advice to the current VWIL cadets. What was mostly shared applied to 
not just joining the military, but good advice for all leaders in general.

“Take advantage of every leadership opportunity and challenge to grow and learn; reflect on all your training and 
experiences to see what to do and what not to do going forward”

“Treat everyone with dignity and respect, know your own self-worth, and be open to learning from others.”

“If you want something, go for it. Even if you think it’s difficult and you may not achieve your goal. There is a 100% 
chance you won’t succeed if you don’t try.”

Our VWIL alum also listed how many deployments they’ve had and some outstanding awards they have received, 
including the Bronze Star and Meritorious Service Medal.  

Our VWIL alum also listed how many deployments they’ve had and some outstanding awards 
they have received, including the Bronze Star and Meritorious Service Medal.   
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Unity is Victory
By Brig Gen Terry Djuric, USAF, Retired

VWIL Class of 2020 regimental staff leads our 
first parade of the academic year on 

SMA Worth Field in August 2019

In less than 100 days, we’ll celebrate with the VWIL Class 
of 2020 as they graduate; not surprisingly, they defied all odds. 
When these 50 original nULLs arrived campus in August 2016, 
they overwhelming rep-
resented the lower suc-
cessful demographic 
groups for college grad-
uates: 64% first-gener-
ation college students, 
74% minority race and 
ethnicity groups, 78% 
out-of-state, and 46% of 
the lower two academ-
ic merit bands. Yet four 
years later, 32 of those 
50 individuals will grad-
uate from Mary Baldwin 
University; and 25 will 
also complete 4-years 
with the VWIL Corps of 
Cadets.

VWIL proudly un-
derstands that this 64% 
graduation rate is re-
markable and repeatable by uniting individuals from across the 
country within a living learning leadership community focused 
on values and hard work. This is what the VWIL program and 
the Corps of Cadets do successfully every year. The leading col-
lege dropout reasons are related to finances, balancing aca-
demics with social opportunities, and homesickness. Again, the 
real story is how these cadets (VWIL 2020 and others like them) 
overcame the dropout odds, led our newly organized university 
through transformative years, and will graduate in 4 years with 
significant jobs and begin graduate school. These 33 graduat-
ing seniors successfully focused on financing college, academ-
ic achievements, and building a community.

Finances. 78% gave up their home state tuition assistance 
grants to come to Virginia and nearly half of these cadets started 
college with lower merit scholarships. Through positive mentor-
ship and hard work, nine cadets exceeded ROTC standards and 
were awarded full tuition scholarships another two are complet-
ing ROTC contracts. Additionally, the top achieving cadets of this 
class were the first to earn Hearst Foundation scholarships and 
they earned the generous SMA Alumni Foundation scholarships 
– hard work pays.

Academics. Over half of these cadets started college with 
below 3.0 high school GPAs, yet four years later they will grad-
uate with a GPA class average of 3.0 and seven cadets have 

maintained GPAs above 
3.5. Again, these cadets 
understand that hard 
work pays. Study hours 
are mandatory for our 
Corps of Cadets. We as-
sign peer advisors with 
college GPAs above 3.0 
and similar degree inter-
ests to each first-year ca-
det. We help new cadets 
draft their 4-year college 
degree plan including 
the leadership studies 
minor. VWIL provides 
tutoring and academic 
improvement support for 
cadets falling below 2.5 
GPA and anyone with 
two or more unsatis-
factory midterm reports. 

VWIL rewards cadets with GPAs above 3.0 with academic stars 
for their uniforms and the platoons with the highest GPAs are 
also recognized. 

nULL Class of 2020 in February 2017
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Community. During the first week of classes, VWIL 
2020 immediately and proudly helped lead guests 
around campus celebrating Mary Baldwin’s 175th anni-
versary and our new university status. Of the 33 grad-
uating seniors who started with VWIL, 92% took on 
MBU leadership positions and NCAA athlete status from 
freshman year through their senior year in addition to 
their VWIL duties. They created a class motto of “Unity is 
Victory”. Freshman year they shared hallways in Spencer 
Residence Hall and most chose to live within the VWIL 
community all four years. This sense of support, unity, 
and community is 2020’s source of strength.

Celebrating 2020’s Successes. VWIL Class of 2020 
is on track to graduate 71% of their first-generation col-
lege students (compared to 66% nationally)1, 59% Af-
rican Americans (28% nationally), and 55% Hispanics 
(35% nationally)2.  At this year’s SMA Reunion parade 
on April 25th, you’ll have the opportunity to congratulate 
these proud seniors for all they’ve accomplished at MBU/
VWIL – and wish them well with their bright futures.

1. https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/04/26/college-completion-rates-
vary-race-and-ethnicity-report-finds

2. “One-third of first-generation students dropped out of college after three years, 
compared to 14 percent of their peers whose parents had earned a degree.” 
2018, U.S. Education Department’s National Center for Education Statistics.

1. https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/04/26/college-completion-rates-vary-race-and-
ethnicity-report-finds 

 

2. “One-third of first-generation students dropped out of college after three years, compared to 
14 percent of their peers whose parents had earned a degree.” 2018, U.S. Education Department's 
National Center for Education Statistics. 

 

VWIL Gallery

VWIL nULLs carving pumpkins at President Fox’s house. The VWIL Corps hosts Halloween PT at 0630.
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November 2019
VWIL nULLs in formation after Corps Training. Five VWIL seniors, soon to be Army LTs, receive unit coins from 

their Army ROTC Regimental Commander.

VWIL Class of 2020 pose on top of Humpback Rock in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains.

The VWIL staff. General Djuric, Major Easterling, CSM Johnson at 
Humpback Rock. 

The VWIL Corps prepare to hike up Humpback Rock. VWIL nULLs first hike at Humpback Rock, many more to come.
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VWIL Color Guard marching in the Veterans Day parade. VWIL Color Guard at the Veterans Day parade. 

VWIL Corps during Leadership Seminar. VWIL Corps host annual Veterans Panel: LtCol (select) 
Jen Kukla USMC VWIL Class of 2013 

and LT Sarah Seekins USA VWIL Class of 2018

General Djuric, CAPT Greubel and Major Easterling represent 
Mary Baldwin University at the annual National Wreaths Across 

America in Staunton’s National Cemetery

Three senior cadets win 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the 20-24 year old 
age group at the 27th Annual 116th Infantry Regiment 5K.
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December 2019
Air Force ROTC cadets at their annual Dining In - VMI

December 2019

The VWIL Corps wearing holiday socks for the Holiday Parade.  

VWIL nULLs at the holiday parade.

Three VWIL nULLs march in front of the Corps, 
holding the VWIL banner. 

Dr Jeffries, MBU’s VP for Student Engagement and Roller Shipplett 
SMA ’67. Roller and Jerry Lynn Shipplett host the VWIL Corps for hot 
cocoa and cookies after the Staunton Christmas Parade every year!

VWIL Cadets decorating cookies at the President Fox’s house – 
formerly SMA’s Superintendent’s House
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January 2020

VWIL nULLs usher for the Mary Baldwin University 
community holiday party

VWIL holiday ornaments for sale at the 
SMA/VWIL museum for $1/each

Cadets conduct “rifle PT” during Saturday training event.

VWIL nULLs assemble at Tulidge Hall during Corps Training.

Cadet Thomas and Cadet Franklin host a Q&A for the VWIL per-
spectives and their parents - 100 visitors over MLK Weekend.

A VWIL cadet prospect climbing up the rock wall 
at the VWIL Fitness Expo.
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India’s National Cadet Corps member, Vasavi 
Arunachala Pandian, stands beside her national flag 

outside the SMA-VWIL museum. Each year, we recog-
nize the academic partnership between MBU and Lady 
Doak College. Vasavi participates in the VWIL Corps 

this semester.

Howie Rifles Drill Team perform at the VWIL Honor Ceremony. Howie Rifles Drill Team perform at the VWIL Honor Ceremony.

VWIL Corps and prospective cadets January 2020.

VWIL Corps of Cadets with our exchange students from 
India recognizing India’s national Republic Day.
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On September 25, 1945 he married his college sweetheart, the for-
mer Gladys Marlier (Hap) of McDonald, Pennsylvania. He was President 
of the Robert L. Marloff, Incorporated Advertising Agency in Pittsburgh. Bob 
and Hap lived in Glenshaw, Pennsylvania, near Pittsburgh, until 1982 
when they retired to Palm Coast, Florida, where they built their home and 
lived happily for many years. 

Bob was a lifetime member of the Masonic Order including the Penn-
sylvania Scottish Rite, Syria Shrine and the Blue Lodge. He was also a 
lifetime member of the Elks Club, the VFW and the Grand Club. He was 
a member of Glenshaw Presbyterian Church and later, Trinity Presbyte-
rian Church in Palm Coast. He was a pillar of the Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, which he attended every Sunday until he was no longer able to go. 
An active and proficient golfer, Bob also enjoyed boating and swimming 
in Palm Coast and at Lake Chautauqua, New York. He had six docu-
mented holes in one, the last one when he was almost 90 years of age.  
 Bob will always be remembered by his family and many friends 
as hard-working, thorough, fun loving and 
life affirming. He could often be heard saying 

happy phrases such as: “life is 
great”, “you win some, you lose 
some, but you dress for every 
game”, “up and at ‘em”, “rise and 
shine”, and “yabba, dabba doo”. 
As an avid sports fan, he taught 
his children to step up to the plate 
and live life for all it’s worth, and 
he would settle for nothing less. 
Those of us who were close to 
him, particularly his children, know that we have truly gained 
from being near the joy and happiness with which he lived his 
life. Donations can be made in lieu of flowers to the Wounded 

Warrior Project in Jacksonville, Florida.
Published in Daytona Beach News-Journal from May 25 to 

May 27, 2018

Class of 1943: August Joseph (A.J.) Scolio, Jr.
 

August Joseph (A. J.) Scolio Jr., 90, passed away peacefully on March 
18, 2016.

He was born in Erie on November 23, 
1925, to August Joseph and Josephine (Pal-
misano) Scolio.

A.J. graduated from Stanton Military 
Academy in 1943 and from Gannon University 
in 1947. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and served at Fort Eustis, VA, during the Ko-
rean Conflict.

On September 6th, 1952, he married the 
love of his life, Mary Quinn Scolio.  They en-
joyed 63 years of marriage and together raised 
six children.  He worked along with his father 
at the family-owned business, United Fruit and Produce Company. He con-
tinued to own and operate the business until his retirement.

Faculty and Staff: Colonel Robert Houston Wease

Colonel Robert Houston Wease of 
Staunton died peacefully at home on Fri-
day, November 22, 2019. Born in Lincol-
nton, NC on August 29, 1932, Bob was 
the son of C. C. Wease and Annie Mae 
Schrum Wease. 

He is survived by his wife Mary Alice 
Heavner Wease, son Timothy Dmitri Wease, 
daughter Allyson Wease Watkins (Jim), 
and grandchildren Mary Margaret Watkins, 
Alexandra Claire Wease, and Robert Wease 
Watkins. He is also survived by his twin 
brother James Hugh Wease (Cynthia), and 
brother William Louie Wease (Lois).

Bob served in the U.S. Air Force in 
the Korean War, and graduated from East Carolina College. He dedicated 
his life to teaching, 20 years at Staunton Military Academy, 
and 33 years at Fishburne Military School. Bob’s devotion and 
care for his cadets was absolute. His fairness, deliberate man-
ner, and quiet and civil demeanor commanded attention and 
respect, and he touched the lives and shaped the character of 
countless thousands of young men. His influence and legacy 
will be enjoyed for many, many years to come.
 
Class of 1941: Robert Louis (Bob) Marloff, Sr. 

  
Robert Louis Marloff, Sr., (Bob) 
passed away peacefully on May 
20, 2018, survived by his daugh-
ters Susan Marloff Disbrow of Palm Coast, 
Florida and Marilyn Marloff (Luker) of Norfolk, 
Virginia, as well as four grandchildren: Luke 
McCune, Grayson Marloff, Elena Luker and 
James Luker and one great granddaughter, 
London Eloise Marloff. He was predeceased 
by his wife, Gladys (Hap) and his son Rob-
ert, Jr. He was also predeceased by his one 
sister, Marion Marloff Mall. Bob was born on 

February 26, 1923 to Grace and Carl Marloff in Glenshaw, Pennsylvania. 
At fifteen years of age, Bob entered Staunton Military Academy, which 

he attended from 1936 to 1941. He went on to Muskingum College in 
Ohio where he was a school mate of astronaut John Glenn. When World 
War II broke out, Bob left college, when he was called into service by 
the US Army as a commissioned 2nd Lieutenant. After training, he served 
in the China-Burma-India Theater (CBI), where he was promoted to 
Captain in the infantry. Among other duties, Bob commanded and trained 
10,000 Chinese soldiers for battle. After the war, he was stationed at Fort 
McClelland, Arkansas, where he was released from military service. Bob 
was awarded the American Campaign Medal, Asiatic Medal 2E, Battle 
Stars, the World War II Victory Medal and the Chinese Grand Star of Honor 
Medal, and was honored for his meritorious service and attention to duty 
in World War II. 

Editor’s notes.  
  Arlene Nicely, our office manager, has tirelessly examined our alumni lists, and she found many alumni who had passed 
away in the last ten years, but were not mentioned in the Kablegram-Leader.  We are correcting that oversight by publishing the 
overlooked obituaries, half in the last issue, and half in this issue.  As a result, the TAPS section in this issue is much larger than usual. 
 Also, we have changed our TAPS format. In this issue, and in future issues, our TAPS listings will be arranged by year of grad-
uation, rather than alphabetically.

(Then) Major Robert Wease, 
as he appeared 

in the 1967 Shrapnel.

Robert Louis Marloff, Sr.

Cadet Marloff in 1941. 

Cadet Scolio in1943.
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A.J. served as vice president of the Serra Club, and as president of 
both the Northwest Pennsylvania Food Council and the Glenwood Associ-
ation.  He was a long-time board member of Harborcreek Youth Services 
and was named Harborcreek “Friend of the Year” in 1993.  He volun-
teered with the Courage to Come Back Project.  He was a Corporator of 
St Vincent Health System.  A.J. was a life-long member of St Peter Ca-
thedral and served as a lector and usher for many years.  He was also a 
life-long member of the Erie Historical Society.  He was a member of the 
Maennechor Club, the Elks Club, and formerly of the Kahkwa Club.

A.J. enjoyed golf, reading, gardening, oil painting, sculpting, playing 
bridge, and cooking for his family.  He adored his seven grandchildren and 
couldn’t resist boasting about them.  His sense of humor was appreciated 
by many.  His positive outlook, varied interests, love for family and friends, 

and the care of some very good doctors 
contributed to his long and wonderful life. 
In addition to his parents, A.J. was preceded 
in death by his sisters, Violet Waldron, and 
Jean Jan Janin Kleiner, and his son-in-law 
Greg Giannelli.

He is survived by his beloved wife 
Mary,  and his children Anne 
Halper (Bob) of Chagrin Falls, 
OH; Jay Scolio,PhD of San Jose, 
CA; John Scolio (Rebecca) of 
Raleigh, NC; and Julie Sanner 
(David), Amy Chardeen (Dan-

iel), and Joanie Giannelli, all of Erie.  He is further survived 
by his seven grandchildren, Emily Whiting (Drew), Laura 
Sanner, Jonathan and Elizabeth Halper, Jacquelyn and Jeffrey 
Giannelli, and Angela Chardeen.  He is also survived by his 
sister, Marian Musarra, sisters- in- law Frances Buseck and 
Patricia Quinn, and brother-in-law, Retired Vice Admiral Thom-
as Weschler.  He also leaves behind many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and good friends.  

Class of 1950: Carlos J. Acosta
 (Post Graduate)

 
Carlos J. Acosta was born on April 8, 
1931 and passed away on October 24, 
2019.

Class of 1952: Creed Wills Abell III

Creed Wills Abell III, Ph.D. of Aus-
tin died after a long illness September 9, 
2014. The son of Creed Wills Abell II and 
Evelyn Gibson Abell, he was born on July 
8, 1934 in Charlottesville, Virginia. He 
was a proud son of Virginia, a state in 
which his family lineage dates back to the 
1700s. He is survived by his wife of 58 
years, Marjorie L. Abell, a son, Dr. Creed 
W. Abell IV and his wife, Catherine Luke-
fahr Abell, of Houston; a daughter, Janice 
Abell Kinnear and her husband, James, 
of Hurst; and grandchildren, Creed W. 
Abell V and Lynn Abell Guerrieri and her husband Riccardo, of Houston.

After graduation from Virginia Military Institute in 1956, he entered 
Purdue University where he earned an M.S. and developed an interest in 
medicinal chemistry. He next went to University of Wisconsin where he 
earned his Ph.D. and completed a postdoctoral residency under the di-

rection of the renowned cancer researcher, Dr. Charles Hei-
delberger.

Upon completing his education, Dr. Abell served with the 
U.S. Public Health Service in Bethesda, MD before accepting a 
position on the faculty of the Medical School at the University 
of Oklahoma.

From there he served 14 years on the faculty at the Univer-
sity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston where he developed 
the M.D. - Ph.D. in biochemistry and directed multidisciplinary 
research programs on schizophrenia. In 1986, he accepted a 
position as professor of medicinal chemistry at the University 
of  Texas College of Pharmacy. While at UT Austin, he held the 
Henry M. Burlage Centennial Endowed Professorship in Me-

dicinal Chemistry until his retirement 
in 2008 at which time he was named 
Professor Emeritus.

He introduced new courses and 
launched a new program in neuro-
science at UT Austin and became 
internationally recognized for his 
contributions to the advancement of 
neurochemistry and neurobiology. His 
graduate course, Molecular Biology 
of the Nervous System, was the first 
of its kind at UT Austin and served as 
one of the core courses in the College 
of Pharmacy’s graduate program. He helped pioneer interdisciplinary re-
search efforts at UT Austin, serving as Director of the Institute for Neuro-
science from 1992-2004. He helped develop the M.A. and Ph.D. degree 
program in neuroscience at the university.

His research focused on the workings of the central nervous system, 
particularly the role of neurotransmitters, chemicals that carry signals be-
tween the neurons in the body. His work contributed to the scientific infor-
mation regarding diseases such as Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. In 1984, 
he was the first to show where these proteins are located in the brain and 
the study provided the framework to better understand neurological disor-
ders and psychiatric disorders. He held several patents related to his work 
and was the author of more than 125 scientific research papers.

Creed and Marjorie enjoyed a love for tennis where they earned a 

August Joesph Scolio, Jr.

Cadet Acosta in 1950.

Creed Wills Abell III. 

Cadet Abell in 1952.
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second place in state rankings in mixed doubles at one time. He enjoyed 
his Monday night game with a group of long time friends at the Courtyard 
Tennis Club. He was a member of Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church.

Contributions, in lieu of flowers can be made in Dr. Abell’s name to the 
College of Pharmacy c/o Susan Brown, 2409 University Avenue, A 1900, 
Austin TX 78712.

Class of 1952: Garyton Colvard Echols, Jr.

Garyton Colvard Echols, Jr., 85, of 
LaPlata, Md. passed away on Friday, Oc-
tober 26, 2018, surrounded by family at 
Hospice of Charles County.

Born October 17, 1933, in Washing-
ton, D.C., he was the son of the late Gary-
ton Colvard and Christine Combs Echols.

He moved to LaPlata in 1958 with 
his wife Carol raising a family of six chil-
dren.  He was extremely active in the com-
munity and had a “life of service” to the 
Town of LaPlata and Southern Maryland 
for over 60 years.  One of his 

passions of service was being a life member of the La Plata 
Volunteer Fire Department for 59 years.  He held many LPVFD 
elected offices: President for 5 years, Vice President for 4 years, 
Board of Directors for 2 years, Treasurer for 2 years and as 
Chief for 11 years.  He was also an Instructor at the Maryland 
Institute of Fire and Rescue and helped train a generation of 
first responders who continue to serve our community.  He 
has volunteered and served on many community organiza-
tions including The Charles County Rotary as past President, 
The LaPlata Planning Commission as Chairman, and Board 
Member of the Fire and Rescue Commission.

His first passion of service was that of a funeral director 
and local funeral home owner.  Funeral service is a tradition 
in his family.  He moved to LaPlata as a 3rd generation funeral director to 
branch out on his own with his young wife and together they purchased the 
Arehart Funeral Home, now the Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, managed by 
his son David.  He co-founded with his sons the Brinsfield-Echols Funeral 
Home and Crematory in Charlotte Hall.  He practiced his career of funeral 
service with a simple belief that every life deserves to be remembered and 
celebrated.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Carol Ann Echols, whom he 
married June 21, 1958.  He is survived by his dear friend Martha Ann 
McKean of La Plata, Md., four daughters, Mary C. Lindamood (Danny) 
of Charlotte Hall, Md., Nancy Lee Turnbeaugh (Kevin) of Saluda, Va.,Bar-

bara E. Moffatt-Gill (Fred) of Stuart, Fl. 
and Tessa B. Echols-Henderson (Duke) 
of Port Tobacco, Md.; two sons, Garyton 
Colvard Echols III (Anita) of Lubbock, 
Tx. and David C. Echols (Julie) of La 
Plata,Md. and a brother in-law, Hilton C. 
Smith Jr. (Catherine) of Charleston, SC; 
a sister-in-law Nancy Smith of Mexico; 
11 grandchildren (Danny Lindamood, 
Jr. (Corinne) Katelin Via (Josh), Pat-
rick Clark, Carol Murrah, James Murrah, 

Drake Moffatt, Avery Echols, Gary Echols IV, Christian Echols, Emily Echols, 
Madison Echols ; five nieces and nephews; four great-nieces and nephews, 
and 3 great grandchildren Brinley and Olivia Lindamood and Reagan Via. 
 In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to LaPlata 
Fire Department, P.O. Box 728, La Plata, MD 20646; Hospice of Charles 
County, 2505 Davis Road, Waldorf, MD 20603; or Charles County Rotary 
Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 37 LaPlata,Md. 20646.

Class of 1952: William Stroupe Greene

Mr. William Stroupe Greene age 
81 of Southview Lane Blairsville passed 
away peacefully on Wednesday March 
2, 2016 in the Union General Hospital 
following brief illness. 

William was born on Aug. 25, 1934 
in Washington, NC., the son of the late 
William Thomas Greene and the late Mil-
dred Stroupe Greene. He retired from the 
US Army after approximately 24 years, 
serving 2 tours of duty as a helicopter 

pilot during the Vietnam War. 
He loved model trains, coin and stamp collecting, classic cars, 
his Bonanza airplane and especially his dog, Cody. 

He was a loving husband and father. William was a mem-
ber of St. Lukes Church in Blue Ridge and former member of St. 
Peters Episcopal Church in Washington, NC.

Surviving William is his loving wife Juanita Faye Degler 
Greene of Blairsville, two sons, Gary Greene of Atlanta and Wil-
liam Greene of Florida, several other relatives and friends also 
survive.

Class of 1952: Donald Gregory Malloy

MALLOY, Donald Gregory Of Naples, 
Florida, and most recently Chicago, Illi-
nois was born on November 17, 1933 
and passed away on May 24, 2013. He 
is survived by his loving wife Brenda Gor-
man Reilly Malloy and his three children, 
Brenda Alice Malloy Reiter, Donald Jo-
seph Malloy and Ellen Constance Malloy. 

He was born in Boston, Massachu-
setts and is of Irish decent; a fact he was 
very proud of. Donald attended Staunton 
Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia. 

He then attended Babson Institute, now referred to as Babson College in 
Wellesley, Massachusetts where he graduated. He served in the United 
States Army. 

Donald started his professional career at International Paper Com-
pany, a company his father and brother both worked at. He then pursued 
an entrepreneurial venture in the corrugated paper sector and then joined 
his brother at Jefferson Smurfit, now known as Smurfit Stone Packaging 
Corporation where he spent the remaining years of his career. 

Donald was a civically minded individual who passionately devoted 
his time to several endeavors including; the Governor’s Business Advisory 

Garyton Colvard Echols, Jr. 

William Stroupe Greene.

Cadet Malloy in 1952.

Cadet Echols in 1952.
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His hobbies included gardening, fishing, hunting, poetry and canoe-
ing. He loved nature, his cottage in Canada and wintering in Florida. He 
was a 1952 graduate of Staunton Military Academy in Virginia.

Surviving are his two daughters, Debra (Jeffery) Burns, with whom 
he resided for the past 5 months, and Barbara (Darylann) Steetle, all of 
Butler; his numerous nieces and nephews; and his dear friend, Kevin 
Callihan, also of Butler. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by his 
wife, Rhonna J. Phipps Steetle, whom he 
married July 7, 1956, and who passed 
away Sept. 5, 2012; a grandson, Jason 
Burns; and three brothers, Robert, Edward 
and Tommy Steetle.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the VNA Inpatient 
Hospice, 115 Technology Drive, Butler, 
PA 16001, or to Clear Creek State Park, 
38 Clear Creek Road, Sigel, PA 15806.

Class of 1953: Don K. Collins, Sr.

Don K. Collins, 84, beloved 
husband of Leona (Surprenant) 
Collins passed away Jan. 2, 
2018. He was born Feb. 22, 1933 
in Putnam a son of the late J. Earl 
and Hunnah (Benson) Collins and 
had resided in Moosup for many 
years. Mr. Collins was raised in 
Central Village and was a 1951 
graduate of Plainfield High School 
and had also attended Staunton 
Military Academy. 

He was a U. S. Army Veteran, having 
served as a paratrooper with the 11th Airborne Division. Mr. Collins owned 
and operated Collins Motor Sales in Moosup with his brother Jack for 27 
years. In his semi-retirement, he worked at Lewis Greenhouse and Jewett 
City Greenhouse. 

He was a life member of the Snake Meadow Club and a former mem-
ber of the Lions Club. Mr. Collins was past Chairman of the Board of 
Directors for Jewett City Savings Bank and past Chairman of the Plainfield 
Board of Finance. He was a member of the Central Village Fire Department. 

Besides his wife he leaves two sons and daughters-in-law Don Kyle, 
Jr. and Sandy Collins of Wauregan, Daniel and Jennifer Collins of Moosup; 
two daughters and sons-in-law Kim and Arthur Nowell of South Windsor, 
Kristen and Michael McDermott of Brooklyn; 
three brothers John E. Collins of Moosup, 
Vern L. Collins of Central Village, Robert 
Collins of Danielson; two sisters Joyce Pe-
terson of N. Carolina, Lyn Korab of TX; 13 
grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

The Collins family extends its deepest 
appreciation to the staff of Douglas Manor in 
Windham, for the exceptional attention that 
Don received while in their care. 

Board in California, Henry Hyde’s Council 
in Illinois and Junior Achievement, Meals 
on Wheels, Boy’s Hope, Girl’s Hope and 
Wilderness Country Club. He was an ac-
tive contributor of his leadership and time 
to the Visually Impaired Persons of Na-
ples, Florida. 

Donald loved being Irish and loved 
his Boston accent, even though he 
moved away from Boston in 1959! He 
loved family, laughing, travel, big ideas, 
political conversations, causes, vigorous 
debate, golf, drinking beer and friend-
ship. He was a devout Catholic and loyal 

friend to many. He had a constitution and strong will that enabled him to 
push on through his many health challenges over the past 28 years. He is 
deeply loved and will be truly missed by his family and friends. 

Published in The Boston Globe on May 27, 2013

Class of 1952: Thomas Mckinley
 

Thomas was born 
on March 1, 1933 and 
passed away on Tues-
day, August 16, 2011.  
He was a resident of 
Colorado springs, Col-
orado.

Class of 1952: John W. Steetle

John W. Steetle, 83, of Meridian 
passed away Wednesday at the VNA In-
patient Hospice.

Born June 6, 1934, in Knox Chap-
el, he was a son of the late Edward A. 
and Mary Stumpf Steetle.

He previously worked as a high 
rigger iron worker for the former Pullman 
Standard Car Company in Butler.  He was 
a member of St. Paul Roman Catholic 
Church.

John was a kind and generous man 
who did volunteer work for the American Cancer Society and Meals on 
Wheels. Through the Audubon Society he participated in the Christmas Bird 
Count. John was also a member of the National Wild Turkey Federation.

Don K. Collins, Sr.

Cadet Collins in 1953.

Cadet Steetle in 1952.

John W. Steetle.

Cadet Mckinley in 1952.

Donald Gregory Malloy. 
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Class of 1953: Harrison A. Makeever
 

Retired Lieutenant Colonel Harrison A. 
Makeever, 80, passed away on Wednes-
day, June 4, 2014 in San Diego, CA. He 
was a CCIM Realtor who served in the 
U.S. Marines 20 years with a purple heart. 
 Harrison is survived by his ex-
wife, daughter, son, 2 grandchildren and 
3 great grandchildren. Viewing is Tues-
day, June 24, 2014 from 9:00 to 11:00 
a.m. at El Cajon Mortuary, 684 S. Molli-
son Avenue, El Cajon, CA 92020. Funer-
al will follow at 12:30 p.m. at Miramar 
National Cemetery, 5795 Nobel Dr, San 
Diego, CA.

Class of 1953: Raymond Michanczyk

Raymond Michanczyk, 83, beloved 
husband and best friend of Felicia (Bo-
browiecki) passed away 
peacefully at his home, sur-
rounded by the love of his 
family, on Tuesday, May 9, 
2017. 

Born in Greenpoint, NY 
on May 1, 1934, he was 
a son to the late Michael 
and Mary (Martinowicz) 
Michanczyk.  A longtime 
resident of Southington, he 
was a legendary athlete and 

sports enthusiast, a dedicated teammate and friend to all.  
Ray married his high school sweetheart, Felicia in 1955, sharing 62 won-
derful years of marriage and together, raised four loving children.   

A graduate of Southington High School, he was their first All-Amer-
ican, making the list in 1951 after excelling in football, basketball and 
baseball, and was inducted into the Sports Hall of Fame in 2010.  Invited 
to tryout with the Brooklyn Dodgers, Ray instead chose a college educa-
tion and attended the Staunton Military Academy, where he won Eastern 
States basketball championship and military football championship, be-
fore transferring to Olympic Junior College and Washington University. Al-
though a motor vehicle accident prevented him from playing with the Green 
Bay Packers, throughout his athletic career he played with many pros, 
including Lou Michaels and Len Rosenberg, 
and proudly coached the Southington Valley 
Midget Football League through a 34 game 
winning streak. 

During his retirement years, Ray was the 
proud owner of the semi-pro football team, 
the Hartford Knights, stepping down after his 
championship season in 2001.  Ray was 
also well known as a true gentleman, and 
“people person” who created a wide circle of 
friends wherever he went.  He was a popular 
manager at both A & P and Shop Rite, and 

later, worked as a supervisor of security at Choate Rosemary Hall for ten 
years, where he leaves many friends and colleagues.  A UCONN season 
ticket holder, he enjoyed attending games with his family.  Ray’s legacy of 
kindheartedness, and love for his family, friends, and his community will 
forever be remembered, and those who knew him were enriched by his 
presence.

In addition to his wife, Felicia, he leaves his children, Ray and his 
wife, Terri; Dean and his wife, Eileen; his daughter Michelle; and Mat-
thew and his wife, Amy; his adored grandchildren, James, Nick, and Dean 
and Sean Michanczyk, 1st Lieutenant Ranger Matthew Michanczyk, US 
Army, Joseph and Ashley Michanczyk, and Chris and Kara Casale and 
2 great-grandchildren.  He also leaves his sister, Helen Casuilli and his 
niece, Joan Siniscalco; along with his four-legged companions, his dogs, 
Milo and Dakota.  He was predeceased by his four brothers and three 
sisters. 

Ray’s family extends their gratitude to Dr. Dorin and Dr. Hosmer and 
their staff for their compassionate care, and to the Franciscan Sisters, for 
caring for Ray in the comfort of his home.

In lieu of flowers, Ray’s love for animals and sports may be remem-
bered with contributions to Southington Valley Midget Football League, PO 
Box 163, Southington, CT 06489 or to the Southington Dog Pound, 646 
Woodruff St, Southington, CT 06489.

Class of 1953: Louis Edward Pauls, Jr.

Louis Edward Pauls Jr. 
passed peacefully on Tuesday, 
April 24, 2018 at The Meridi-
an, surrounded by his family. 
He was born August 26, 1935 
in Galveston to Louis Edward 
Pauls Sr. and Eleanor Harriss 
Pauls. Maternal grandparents, 
Baylis Earle Harriss and Loula 
Curtis Harriss. Paternal grand-

parents, Peter G. Pauls and Carrie Cortes 
Pauls. Known as father, grandfather, great 
grandfather, brother, uncle, employer, and friend: Louis, Louie, Chicken, 
Chick, and The Big Kahuna, will be missed by many. 

Louis graduated high school from Staunton Military Academy in 
Staunton, Virginia in 1953. He graduated from the University of Texas in 
Austin in 1959 and majored in Finance. He joined his father at Louis Pauls 
and Company, the first investment banking firm in Galveston. Louis served 
as Financial Advisor to Galveston Independent School District, the City of 
Galveston, and Galveston County, dating back to the 1970’s. He was the 
longest serving director on the board for National Western Life Insurance 
with 46 years. He was on many other boards and committees, includ-
ing the Bond Study Committee, Strand/Mechanic Historic Review Board, 
City Council, Mayor Pro Tem, Houston-Galveston Advisory Council, Parks 
Board, Galveston Housing Finance Corporation, and Investment Advisory 
Committee.

Louis had a full life. He enjoyed traveling, fine food and wine, and 
spending time with family and friends. He was a history buff and loved to 
play tennis, swim, and collect coins, which he had pursued since child-
hood.

Louis is preceded in death by his mother and father, brother, Peter G. 
Pauls, sister, Eleanor Pauls Schaeper, and son, Louis Edward Pauls III. He 
is survived by his sister, Suzanne Pauls McClure, son, Merrill Britton Pauls 
and wife, Betsy, son, Taylor Higgins Pauls, and daughter, Stacie Pauls 

Cadet Pauls in 1953.

Cadet Michanczyk in 1953.

Raymond Michanczyk.

Cadet Makeever in 1953.
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Class of 1954: Samuel Louis Fisher

Samuel Louis Fisher - 1935 - 2015: 
Former Frederick, Maryland beer distrib-
utor and ‘post and beam’ home builder, 
“Lou” Fisher succumbed to his battle with 
cancer December 5th in the comfort of his 
home in Bradenton, Florida. 

Born in Wilmington, Delaware to the 
late Samuel and Evelyn Fisher, Lou spent 
the majority of his life in Frederick, Mary-
land and later retired in Florida.

Lou was survived by his wife Tere-
sa Fisher, sons, Michael and Keith Fisher, 

daughter, Stephanie Nikirk, step-son Kenneth Jordan, step-daughter, Karen 
Jordan and his “favorite” granddaughter, Zoe Nikirk.

Golfing in sunny Florida was one of Lou’s favorite pastimes. He was 
especially proud of his hole-in-one on the 17th hole at his home golf 
course. In addition, he enjoyed spending time with his family, trying new 
restaurants, BBQing, reading and watch-
ing cooking shows. Lou was a contribut-
ing team member of the undefeated 1952 

state record-holding Frederick 
High School football team.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations can be made 
to Tidewell Hospice, 5955 
Rand Boulevard, Sarasota, FL 
34238

Published Online in the 
Frederick News-Post from 
Dec. 8 to Dec. 9, 2015

Class of 1954: Jimmy Woodard Garrell

Tabor City. Mr. Jimmy Woodard 
Garrell, age 82, of Britt St., Tabor City, 
NC, died Sunday, June 10, 2018, in the 
Grand Strand Regional Medical Center, 
Myrtle Beach, SC. Born July 21, 1935 
in Marion County, SC, he was the son of 
the late Brightly Alton Garrell and Doris 
Woodard Garrell. 

He is survived by his wife: Martha 
Jo Hayes Garrell of Tabor City, NC; one 
son: Ray Lupo-Garrell and wife Vickie of 

Green Sea, SC; one grandson: Justin Ray Lupo-Garrell of Florence, SC. 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his brother: Joe 
Cephus Garrell.

Jimmy Woodard Garrell has lived in the rural Columbus County 
town of Tabor City, NC in the southeast corner of the state his entire life. 
When thinking about where he might attend college, it didn’t take him 
long to decide he wouldn’t consider going anywhere else but The Univer-
sity of North Carolina. He liked its diverse student body, the atmosphere 
on campus and the reputation of its School of Commerce. He graduated 
from UNC in 1958 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Admin-
istration and then went into the family produce and canning business. 

Legge and husband, Allan. Grandchildren 
include, Blake Edward Legge, Katye Al-
lyson Pauls, Hunter Scott Legge,Tristan 
Taylor Pauls, and Gabriella Elyse Pauls. 
Great grandchild, Aubrey Ann Skinner. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to Rosenberg Library or a charity of your 
choice.

Class of 1953: Eugene P. Stichman
 

On Decem-
ber 9, 2013, Eu-
gene P. Stichman 
of Chevy Chase, 
MD. Beloved 
husband of the 
late Ellen Coyne 
Stichman; devot-
ed father of Bennett (Shannon) 
and Suzanne; brother of Joyce 
Stichman; grandfather of three. 

Also survived by long time companion Carol Kaplan. 
Memorial donations may be made to the National Kidney 

Foundation.

Class of 1953: Robert E. Yakubisin

Robert E. Yakubisin U.S. 
Army veteran, avid golfer and 
sports enthusiast Robert E. Yakubisin, 
80, of Scotch Plains, N.J., passed away 
on Friday, Nov. 25, 2016, at Kindred 
Hospital in Rahway, N.J. Robert lived in 
Elizabeth for most of his life. 

He was a U.S. Army veteran and an 
insurance adjuster for the Prudential In-
surance Co. for over 25 years. He was an 
avid golfer and sports enthusiast. 

Robert was the beloved father of 
Lynn Neilson and husband Christopher of Old Bridge, N.J., and Lori Lettini 
and husband Anthony of Cranford, N.J.; loving brother of John Young of 
Hunt Valley, Md.; Alice Yakubisin of Eatontown, N.J., and the late Ken-
neth Yakubisin; cherished grandfather of Anthony, Adrienne, Maria, Jessi-
ca, Erin, and Gabriela. In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory to St. 
Joseph School for the Blind, 761 Summit Ave., Jersey City, N.J. 07307 
would be appreciated.

Published in Star-Ledger on Nov. 27, 2016

Cadet Garrell in 1954.

Samuel Louis Fisher.

Cadet Fisher in 1954.

Cadet Yakubisin in 1953.

Cadet Stichman in 1953.

Eugene P. Stichman. 

Louis Edward Pauls, Jr. 



-30-

TAPS CONT.

Sometime thereafter he got involved in convenience stores and the oil 
and propane business starting Yam City Oil and Gas Co.

While growing up, H.G. “Doc” Dameron, Jimmy’s neighbor, began 
taking him to UNC football games. His loyalty thus began at an early age 
and after graduating from Carolina, Jimmy joined the Educational Foun-
dation and has been a member now for over 50 years! Jimmy and his 
wife of near 43 years, Martha Jo, established an endowed scholarship 
in 1986 and named it the Tabor City Basketball Scholarship. Asked why, 
Jimmy replied, “Small town pride.” Tabor City has a population of rough-
ly 2,500. Beyond the scholarship, Jimmy and Martha Jo have supported 
just about every other project with which The Educational Foundation 
has been involved from Kenan Stadium to Boshamer, the Williamson 
Athletics Center and everything in between. As the saying goes, Jimmy 
noted, “My blood runs Carolina Blue.” Jimmy added, “I have been fortu-
nate to be able to assist and want to help the overall program due to its 
leadership and top notch staff. It is a program run with great integrity.”

Not only has Jimmy supported Carolina Athletics and The Educa-
tional Foundation financially, he has also served on the Foundation’s 
Executive Committee from 1996-2001 and its Board of Directors from 
1993-1996. He also supports South Columbus High School, Southeast-
ern Community College, the Guidepost Foundation, the Child Evange-
lism Fellowship and Cape Fear Hospice among many other charities. 
Additionally, he established the Kenan-Flagler Award for Ex-
cellence in Business Communications at UNC. Jimmy just 
seems to want to help wherever he can.

To add to his list of honors, Jimmy is a Carolina Living 
Legend, a title given to those University of North Carolina 
alumni whose graduating class has had its 50th year re-
union. Jimmy also received the Order of the Long Leaf Pine, 
the state of North Carolina’s highest civilian honor earlier 
this year. When asked what the award meant, Jimmy, in 
his usual unassuming way said, “It was an extreme honor, 
especially to be mentioned with people like Michael Jordan 
and Bill Friday.” Given all he has done for the University, 
Jimmy could certainly be considered one of Carolina’s price-
less gems.

A Side Note: Jimmy can be heard on 
the award-winning beach music radio sta-
tion 94.9,

The Surf, in North Myrtle Beach, doing 
Jimmy G commercials. His tagline is “Give 
a smile away every day”.

Memorials may be made to the Tabor 
City Baptist Church, P.O. Box 126, Tabor 
City, NC 28463 or the Green Sea Cemetery, 
16806 Swamp Fox Hwy. East, Tabor City, 
NC 28463

Published in The Sun News on 
June 12, 2018

Class of 1954: Douglas L. Jones

Douglas L. Jones, 79, of Ravenna, 
Ohio, passed away peacefully Saturday, 
September 20th 2014 at Robinson Memorial 
Hospital.  Doug owned and operated Jones 
Custom Welding in Ravenna for 37 years. He 
was born in Ravenna on March 24, 1935 to 
parents Lavern and Gladys Jones.

Doug is survived by his loving wife of 
53 years Treva (Patton) Jones and his chil-
dren: Tom 
Jones of 

California and Carol (Ray) Cleavenger of 
Ravenna. Also surviving are his 6 grand-
children, 2 great-grandchildren, his sister 
Harlene (Jones) Lee of North Carolina and 
his beloved boxer “Tiger”.

Memorial contributions can be made 
to Robinson Visiting Nurse and Hospice, 
6847 N. Chestnut St., Ravenna, Ohio 
44266.

Class of 1954: Stanley Kaplan
 

Dr. Stanley S. Kaplan, 80, passed 
away on December 28, 2016 in Co-
coa Beach, FL. 

Stanley was born in Brooklyn, 
New York on June 15, 1936, to par-
ents George and Dorothy Kaplan. 
Stanley and his wife Marcia moved 
to Miami in 1958, moving to Bre-
vard County in 1962.

He became a chiropractor in 
1957, establishing his successful practice in 
Cocoa in 1962, going on to become president 
of the Florida Chiropractic Association twice 
and was appointed by the Governor to the State Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners. He loved bowling, dancing, flying and boating.

Stanley is survived by his loving wife of 59 years, Marcia; his son, 
Gerald Kaplan; daughter Lisa Kaplan; grandson, Dylan Kaplan; and sister, 
Tamara Pelzman. All of his friends and family will greatly miss his endless 
sense of humor.

Published in FLORIDA TODAY on Dec. 31, 2016

Class of 1954: Joel W. Kleinguenther
 

Joel W. Kleinguenther, son of the late Dr. 
Christian Kleinguenther and late Natalie 
Buck of Bensalem passed away sudden-
ly Saturday November 8, 2014, at his 
residence. He was 78. 

Joel was born in Philadelphia and 
was a resident of Bensalem for 56 yrs. 
Joel was a varied Entrepreneur. He was 
also an 39 year active member of the 
Freemasonry having the honor of being 

Cadet Jones in 1954.

Cadet Kaplan in 1954.

Joel W. Kleinguenther.

Douglas L. Jones.

Jimmy Woodard Garrell. 
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a Past Master & High Priest; his organizations included: William Penn 
Harmony #52 where he served as secretary for the last 20 years, Horizon 
Daylight Lodge, LuLu Shriners, Shriners Amateur Radio Club, Royal Arch 
Masonry Chapter #3, New Jersey Kilties, Newtown Reliance Company and 
was a Member of the Valley of Philadelphia. In addition, he played the 
organ for 19 different Masonic lodges at Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
Temple. 

He is survived by his beloved wife of 56 years Virginia (nee Holt). 
He is also survived by his loving children Joel Walter Kelinguenther (Tere-
sa), Christian John Kleinguenther (Nancy), Kimberly Kleinguenther (Glenn 
Forsyth) and David Jan Kleinguenther (Tina Marie). He also survived by 
his bother Jan Kleinguenther (Barbara) and his sister in law Carol Schul-
tz (Bob) and his grandchildren Erin, Ian, Tyler, Troy, Nicholas, Morgan, 
Cameron, Sarah, Cole. 

Memorial Contributions in his name may be made to the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children- Philadelphia, 3551 North Broad St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19140

Class of 1954: James H. Pugh, Jr.

James “Hunter” Pugh, Jr., SRA 
formerly of Walkersville, passed away 
on Saturday, May 18th at 
Northampton Manor Nurs-
ing Facility. He was the hus-
band of Loretta Offutt Pugh.

Born in 1934, Hunter 
grew up in Chevy Chase, 
MD and was the son of the 
late Honorable Judge James 
H. Pugh and Kathryn Varela 
Pugh. He was a graduate of 

the Staunton Military Academy in Virginia and served in the 
US Army stationed in Fort Benning, GA.

He started his professional career with the Montgomery 
County Assessment Office and formed his appraisal business 
in 1967 located in Rockville, MD. In 1999, he moved his business to 
Frederick County and later was a founding member of Pugh Real Es-
tate Group, LLC along with his sons, Michael P. Pugh, MAI and the late 
James H. Pugh, III.

Hunter was a longtime member of the Rotary Club of Rockville and 
later joined the Rotary Club of Frederick. He served on the board of the 
former Frederick County Sheriff’s Youth Ranch for 19 years. He was a 
member of Saint Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Libertytown and 
served as a member of The Knights of Columbus at the church.

He was an avid fisherman and fearless Captain of his vessel, the 
“Hunky Dory.” Hunter’s fishing companions always knew that high seas 
and driving rain were no reason to cancel a full day of fishing on the 
Chesapeake Bay, lower Potomac River and the Outer Banks. He also 
enjoyed target shooting with friends and fellow members of the Thurmont 
Conservation Sportsman’s Club. Friends will fondly remember Hunter by 
being able to easily find him in a crowded room by his boisterous laugh-
ter and good cheer.

Hunter was pre-deceased by his parents and son, James H. Pugh 
III. In addition to his wife, he is survived by his children, Mary Edwards 
and Joel of Richmond Hill, GA; Julia Roller and Craig of Charlottesville, 
VA; Michael Pugh and Caroline of New Market; Alonnie Ropp and Brian of 
Middletown; Spouse of the late James Pugh III, Theresa Pugh of Middle-

town; Brother, John P.S. Pugh and Mary 
Lou of Hollywood, Md; 14 Grandchildren, 
Daniel Edwards, Benjamin Edwards, 
Clare Pugh, James Pugh IV, Brigid Pugh, 
Corinne Roller, Joshua Roller, Madeline 
(Roller) Adamiak, Samuel Roller, Victoria 
(Pugh) Kier, Cara (Pugh) Keys, Tatum 
Pugh, Baron Ropp and Amelia Ropp; 4 
Great Grandchildren, Michael, Hudson, 
Evelyn and Piper, many nieces, nephews 
and many godchildren.  In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests memorial dona-
tions to Saint Peter the Apostle Church, Libertytown, MD.

Published Online in The Frederick News-Post from May 20 to 
May 22, 2019

Class of 1955: Rudy Heineman 
(left SMA after his junior year)

Rudy Maxwell Heineman, 81, a res-
ident of 2394 Pool Rock Road, Hender-

son, died Wednesday Sept. 19, 
2018, at Maria Parham Health. 
Born Oct. 12, 1936, in Princess 
Anne County, Va., he was the 
son of the late Henry Heineman 
and Christine Gallup Heineman.

He was a retired supervi-
sor for Tyson Foods. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Helena Fly-
nn Heineman of the home; two daughters, Patricia H. Byers 
of Dandridge, Tenn., and Kathleen Winterling of West Lynn, 
Ore.; two sons, John Heineman of Hickory and Bob Heine-
man of Henderson; one brother, William Heineman of No-
lensville, Tenn.; six grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

Class of 1955: Robert F. Wright

Lewes - Robert F. Wright passed 
away at his home in Lewes, DE June 
9, 2019. Born 1936 in Wilmington, DE. 
Robert will be dearly missed by his 4 
daughters and their spouses Robin & 
Joe Callahan, Joy & Dan Stilwell, Jes-
sica & Tim Lehne, Jennifer & Jeff Fisher 
and his 4 grandchildren & their spous-
es, 6 great-grandchildren and sisters 
Dorothy Rodenhiser and Becky Mery. 

He was a graduate of Brown Voca-
tional H.S and Staunton Military Acade-
my. Bob was a 33 degree Mason, Shriner, President of Wright Construction 
Company and Wright’s Self Storage. 

Published in The News Journal on June 13, 2019

Cadet Heineman in 1954.

Cadet Wright in 1955.

James H. Pugh, Jr.

Cadet Pugh in 1954.
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Class of 1956: James Elliott Messer

James Elliott Messer, 74, passed 
away peacefully December 8, 2012 after 
a short illness. He was born on May 22, 
1938, in Tallahassee, Florida. Elliott was 
the son of James Messer, Jr. and Reba 
Dunwody Messer. He attended Leon High 
School and graduated from Stanton Military 
Academy in Virginia. He graduated from 
Duke University in 1960 where he was 
President of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. 

After graduation, he was commis-
sioned as an Ensign in the United States 

Navy and married the love of his life, Elizabeth Ann Sutton of Greensboro, 
North Carolina. While serving as a Lieutenant onboard the USS BEXAR, El-
liott circled the globe twice and participated in operations off of the coast 
of Vietnam and on the Congo River with the United Nations peacekeeping 
forces during the Congolese Rebellion of 1960. After his service with the 
Navy, Elliott entered law school at the University of Florida. While there he 
was Editor-in-Chief of the Law Review and a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Phi 
Delta Phi, Blue Key and Order of the Coif. He graduated from Florida in 1964 
with honors. He began his law practice in Miami, Florida, joining the firm 
of Merschon, Sawyer, Johnston, Dunwody and Cole where he practiced law 
with his two uncles, Atwood and Elliott Dunwody. Elliott returned 
to Tallahassee in 1970 and with Murray Wadsworth and Ford 
Thompson founded the law firm that is known today as Messer, 
Caparello and Self where he continued an active practice.  

In addition to his law practice, Elliott was active in civic 
affairs. He served as a member of the Governor’s Education 
Commission, the Leon County Environmental Commission and 
the Governor’s Property Rights Study Commission. He was the 
Chairman of the Charter Committee for Consolidated Govern-
ment, served on the Florida Constitutional Revision Commission 
and was a Delegate to the Federal Judicial Conference for both 
the 5th and 11th Circuits. He was Chairman of the Tallahassee 
Chamber of Commerce for two terms serving from 1976-1978. 
As Chairman he led the effort to build the Leon County Civic Center and es-
tablish Innovation Park. In recognition of his many achievements, Elliott re-
ceived the Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce 2011 Godfrey Smith 
Past Chairman’s Award.

Elliott loved fishing, hunting and was an avid storyteller. He delighted 
in relating tales about his travels around the world as well as entertaining 
children at St. Teresa Beach, Florida with his renditions of “Orgly”, “The Three 
Boy Scouts” and “The Whiney Witch.” His 
rich baritone voice was well suited for both 
front porch stories and courtroom closing 
arguments.

Elliott was preceded in death by his 
parents, James Messer, Jr. and Reba Dun-
wody Messer and his wife, Elizabeth Ann 
Sutton Messer. He is survived by his son, 
James Elliott Messer, Jr. (Laurye); daugh-
ter, Emily Messer Ahlum (Greg); and son, 
William Atwood Messer; and sisters, Reba 
Messer Gates (Carlton) and Harriet Messer 
Goldsmith (Andy). He is also survived by 
his grandchildren, James Elliott Messer III, Sarah Messer McClellan (Ross), 
Elizabeth Louise Messer, Stuart Charles Ahlum, William Sutton Ahlum, Marcy 
Dee Messer, John William Messer and Emily Landis Messer.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Tallahassee Memo-
rial Healthcare Foundation for the TMH Cancer Center at 1300 Miccosukee 
Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32308.

Class of 1957: William Edward “Billy” Curie
 

KINSTON - William Edward Curle “Billy” 
beloved husband, father, grandfather, and 
brother passed away peacefully on Tues-
day, January 9, 2018, at the age of 79, 
in Raleigh. He will be greatly missed by 
his wife Nancy, and a wide circle of life-
long friends and family. Born in Kinston, 
on February 26, 1938, 

Billy was the son of the late Archie 
E. Curle, Jr. and Gladys Stroud Curle. A 
graduate of Staunton Military Academy in 
Staunton, VA, he attended the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and enlisted in the U.S. Army. 
His fifty-seven-year career was in agriculture sales, most recently with 

Carolina Eastern, Inc. of Charleston, S.C. He cherished his relationships 
with numerous customers, whom he considered to be great friends. His 
joy was spending time at the family home in Morehead City. Billy loved 
being with his daughter and grandchildren as often as possible, and trea-

sured the time spent with them. He was a die-hard Tar Heel 
fan, long-time member of The Rams Club at UNC and was very 
proud that he passed his love for Carolina to his daughter and 
grandchildren. 

Billy and his family are active members of Queen Street 
United Methodist Church in Kinston. He enjoyed gathering with 
friends who were fellow members of the Neusiok Club in Kin-
ston. 

Billy is survived by 
his wife of 54 years, Nan-
cy Smith Curle; his daughter, 
Courtney Curle Worley and 
husband George Miles Wor-
ley, of Raleigh; grandchildren, 

Emma Wells Worley and William Tyson 
Worley. He is also survived by his sister, 
Camma Curle of Atlanta, GA; and numer-
ous cousins. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to Queen Street United Method-
ist Church, 500 N Queen St, Kinston, NC 28501.

Published in Free Press on Jan. 11, 2018

Class of 1958: Robert Eichelbaum
 

Mr. Eichelbaum, 77, formerly of Rich-
mond, VA, died at home on Sunday, De-
cember 31, 2017 after a prolonged battle 
with lung cancer. He was born on April 
23, 1940 in New York City, NY and was 
raised in Forrest, VA.

Bob is survived by his wife, Katina 
Stavrakas Eichelbaum; daughter Leah 
Eichelbaum Raymond; son Brian David 
Eichelbaum; brother Bruce Selby; and 

 Cadet Curle in 1957.

William Edward “Billy” Curle.

Robert Eichelbaum.

James Elliott Messer.

Cadet Messer in 1956.



-33-

TAPS CONT.

grandsons Daniel Scott and Max Louis Raymond. He was predeceased in 
death by his parents Cy and Katherine Haas Eichelbaum; his son Richard 
Scott Eichelbaum; and his brother Richard Schloss. 

In Richmond, Bob was a plant engineer with Reynolds Aluminum 
where he designed and supervised the installation of major production 
equipment. He was active in the Boy Scouts of America and was very 
proud that he was physically able to lead his troop on a trek to Philmont. 
He had two MG’s, a TC and TD, which he enjoyed driving and maintaining. 
He also liked to fish from his canoe on the James River. 

In Charlotte, Bob played a lot of golf with the ROF’s at Carmel Coun-
try Club where he had three holes in one. He loved trains and was a 
volunteer host on the Carolinian. Bob was a member of the Raleigh 
Tavern Society and a benefactor to the crafts at Colonial Williamsburg.  
Bob will be remembered for his integrity, dry wit, love of family and his 
incredible ability to fix anything mechanical.

For those wishing to do so, memorial donations may be made to 
Hospice and Palliative Care Charlotte Region.

Published in Charlotte Observer on Jan. 3, 2018

Class of 1960: David H. Omohundro

David Hopkins Omohundro, 78, 
passed away on December 28, 2018. 
He was born in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia to the late An-
drew and Josephine Omo-
hundro.David is survived 
by his wife and soulmate of 
50 years, Brenda, and their 
labrador retreiver, Leah. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents and sister, Betty 
Hubbard. David is also sur-
vived by his mother in law, 

Georgia Scruggs Kirby, brother in law, Haden Scruggs and 
wife Jennifer, Sisters in law, Tina Taylor and Kim Houchens, 
his nephews and nieces, Adam, Amy, Matthew, Grant, Christopher and 
Jesse and 6 great nieces and nephews. 

David attended Lane High School, Staunton Military Academy, and 
Pfeiffer College. He served in the Army for 3 years in Germany. 

David worked for Underwriters Laboratories for 36 years as district 
manager in Southeastern Virginia where the couple retired. David spent 
32 years on the Chesapeake Bay boating and fishing with his family and 
friends. He loved the outdoors, especially camping in the mountains with 
Haden and fishing in Hatteras with his 
friends and family. David and Brenda 
spent many years snow skiing and trav-
eling. He shared their travels and love of 
friends and family through his camera. 
He was an excellent photographer. After 
retirement, he became an avid reader and 
could be found with a book in hand wher-
ever he traveled. One of David’s greatest 
blessings was to be a part of the men’s 

Bible Breakfast at the First Presbyterian Church of Virginia Beach. David 
loved his family, friends and all God’s creatures. He was a devoted hus-
band and friend and will be sorely missed. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, PG Box 17445, Baltimore, MD 21298-8268.

Published in The Virginian Pilot from Dec. 31, 2018 to Jan. 4, 2019

Class of 1962: Lloyd Behner
 

Lloyd was born on March 23, 1944 
and passed away on Tuesday, October 
31, 2017. Lloyd was a resident of Ohio 
at the time of passing. At the family’s re-
quest a private memorial service will be 
held.

Published from Paine Funeral Home 
- Orwell on on Nov. 3, 2017.

Class of 1964: Henry Greenough “Hank” Throndike

Henry Greenough “Hank” Thorndike Jr, died peacefully, but 
unexpectedly on December 
22, 2018. He is survived by 
his beloved wife, Janice; and 
his daughters Olivia and Cath-
erine, who were the center of 
his world. He is also survived 
by his sisters Sue, Evie, Anne 
(Bill) and Sally (Tony); his 
brother Andy (Nancy); sis-
ters-in-law Gail and Jo; broth-
er-in-law Bert (Betty) and the 
many, many nieces, nephews, 

and cousins that he adored. Hank was 
preceded in death by his parents, Henry 
Greenough “Harry” Thorndike and Carolyn Fredrika “Fredi” Thorndike, and 
his sisters Alice and Olivia.

Hank was born on June 27, 1946 in Richmond, VA and grew up 
on his family farm, Magnolia, in Wicomico Church, VA. He graduated 
from Staunton Military Academy and attended West Virginia University and 
Clemson University, where he was a member of the rugby team. Always 
someone who loved the outdoors, Hank started his work life on the family 
farm and was a farrier in western Virginia and West Virginia for 10 years. In 
1987, Hank opened his marine construction business, Dockmasters, and 
spent the next 30 years serving many 
wonderful clients (many who became 
dear friends) and happily mentoring his 
young crew. Hank was a faith filled man 
and a longtime member of Providence 
Forge Presbyterian Church.

Hank was known for his huge 
heart, warm hugs, and the mischievous 
twinkle in his eye. He was always taking 
care of others, quick to lend a hand to 
those in need. Hank was happiest sur-
rounded by his girls, pets, and his bois-

Cadet Behner in 1962.

Henry Greenough Thorndike.

Cadet Omohundro in 1960.

David H. Omohundro.

Cadet Thorndike in 1964.
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terous extended family. He loved working on his daily crossword puzzle, 
having friends and neighbors over to pick crabs or roast oysters, and sail-
ing his boat, the Vokka Lokka, on the Chesapeake Bay.

In lieu of flowers, a donation to the King William Regional Animal 
Shelter, Box 215, King William, VA 23086 or Providence Forge Presbyteri-
an Church, PO Box 239, Providence Forge, VA 23140 would be welcome.

Class of 1966: Benjamin Ritter, Jr.
 

Benjamin “Chuck” Ritter, Jr, age 
67, of New Canaan, CT died 
peacefully December 6, 2014 
at Norwalk Hospital with his 
loving family by his side. Born 
in Amityville, NY April 28, 1947 
he was the son of the late Benja-
min and Mary Ritter. Chuck was 
the husband of Nina Tchanturia 
Ritter.

He was a corporate airline 
pilot having worked for many 
corporations over the years.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by his step-daugh-
ter Tamari Tchanturia of NYC.

Published in Stamford Advocate on Dec. 8, 2014.

Class of 1970: Paul A. Bernier
 

Paul A Bernier, age 67, 
formerly a longtime New Ca-
naan resident, died Novem-
ber 26, 2018 in Bridgeport, 
CT Born in Mexico City, Au-
gust 11, 1951 he was the son of the late 
Homer V and Doris Veillette Bernier. 

He graduated from Staunton Military 
Academy in VA, and attended Oglethorpe 
College in GA  He worked construction 
with his father for many years building 

homes in New Canaan He was an avid fisherman, a gentle soul who loved 
to tell stories and loved music.

Paul is survived by his daughter, Allison Petrides (Matthew) of New 
Canaan and his sister Faith B Kerchoff 
(Dr John) of New Canaan, and his three 
grandchildren: Kaylin Bernier, Charlotte 
Petrides and Mason Petrides

In lieu of flowers contributions may 
be made in his name to the NC Fishing 
Derby Fund, c/o NC Recreation Depart-
ment, PO Box 852, New Canaan, CT 
06840.

 
Published in New Canaan Advertiser.

Class of 1972: James Alexander Sappenfield, III 
(Post Graduate)

 

Mr. James Alexander Sappenfield, 
III, 66, of Bermuda Run and formerly of 
Troutman, passed away on Wednesday, 
March 13, 2019 at his home.  Born 
March 4, 1953 in Concord, he grew up 
in Forest City.  

He attended Staunton Mili-
tary Academy in Virginia and grad-
uated from Gupton Jones College 
of Funeral Service in Atlanta, where 
he was president of his class.  He 
worked in the funeral service busi-

ness for 45 years and owned Troutman Funeral Home for 30 of those 
years.  He was a tender-hearted man who genuinely enjoyed serving 
people and helping them through some of life’s most difficult times.   
 Jim very much enjoyed going to the beach, hunting, fishing, col-
lecting coins and antiques and listening 
to all genres of music daily.  He loved 
his family dearly although being a funer-

al director limited his time he 
could spend with them.  Jim 
is survived by his wife of 40 
years, Susan; their beloved 
son James “Jimmy” Alexan-
der Sappenfield, IV and lovely 
wife, Rachel; his wonderful 
parents, Evelyn and Jim; two 
younger brothers, Jeff and 
wife, Patti and Craig and wife, 
Barbara; and numerous niec-
es and nephews.  

In lieu of flowers, the family has asked for memorials to 
be made to Young Life of Iredell County, 828 Wesley Drive, Statesville, NC 
28677 or to a charity of one’s choice.

Class of 1976: Thomas Carlyle Landon

Thomas Carlyle Landon passed away July 16, 2019 at his mountain 
home in Mt. Jackson, Virginia, after fighting a long and courageous battle 
with cancer.  

Tom came to SMA as a junior in 1974 from Maryland and graduated 
in 1976.  He excelled in wrestling and became a member of the Howie 
Rifle Honor Society.

He was a kind, gentle man, who lived a unique life in the mountains, 
raising wolves that became his loyal pets.

Tom was proud of his time spent at Staunton Military Academy and 
stayed in touch with many of his classmates.  He will be missed by all 
who had the pleasure of knowing him.  I am thankful that Brocky and I 
were among those he called friends.  His last wish was to be buried on 
the mountain that he loved, and his wishes were fulfilled on Saturday, July 
20, 2019.

Prepared by Arlene Nicely, SMA Office Manager.

James Alexander Sappenfield.

Cadet Sappenfield in 1972.

Cadet Bernier in 1970.

Paul A. Bernier.

Benjamin Ritter.



QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ SMA Challenge Coins ........................................................ $20.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins .................................................................. $10.00
_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00

Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering
    “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor,
    round SMA Patch ................... $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ................... $20.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) ................................. $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ............................... $20.00
_____ Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,Back:

Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ....... $20.00
_____ Long sleeve Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ........... $25.00
_____ Long sleeve Black: (with full color hat shield patch) .......... $25.00
_____ Long Sleeve Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,

Back: Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) .......... $25.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Old Gold with cross rifles and

Staunton Military Academy in navy blue ............................. $39.00
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ............... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ................... $39.00
_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Zippered wind jacket, blue with gold stripe on sleeve

with full color hat shield ...................................................... $45.00
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) .............. $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ............................... $75.00
_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY

in gold across the chest ..................................................... $40.00
_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ............................ $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue .................... $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ..................................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ......................................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Old Boys belt buckle (Silver with Staunton Cadet with eagle) ... $30.00
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ............................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ......................................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .............................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ..................... $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70 ......... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ...................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.
Shipping charges must be added:

 Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $20.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $25.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

smaalumni@outlook.com
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave 
a message, and your call will be returned as 
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by 
using the form on page 36. Your order will be 
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Staunton Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $___________

•  SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
     The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

• SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)      $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our

website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):
      The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

 VWIL Educational Scholarships ( including Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship) $___________
   VWIL Program Support: $___________

Total:  $___________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa
     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)


